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now than it has been for a considerable
time as great lengths of it have heen re-
sleepered entirely.

It therefore seems fantastic to me that
we should be quoted these flgures as the
cost of reconditioning that track when we
know large sections of it will not have to
be touched. I hope that my information
about that track is correct as it will give
us a hreathing space. I do not deny that
this is a problem we are facing and it is
not only the problem of the Government
of the day but also it affects all members
of Parliament, together with the producers
in the areas concerned, who are more
vitally affected than anyone.

If we can keep those branch lines
operating for several years during which
time we can sort the position out, it will
grant us the necessary breathing space.
In the meantime, I agree with other mem-
bers who have spoken in similar vein that
before we fake such drastic action the
Railway Depariment should put its own
house in order. It would be the crowning
insult to some of those people in the out-
back areas who are facing great difficul-
ties to be told that although these branch
lines are to be closed, the Railway De-
partment is not to dispense with any of
its staff.

Obviously, if those users of the railway
have to face such great handicaps they
are entitled to expeet a drastic overhaul of
all the department’s costs. I hope the
Minister will follow up that point because
I feel that even if he had his way and he
discontinued the services of some of these
branch lines, he will not solve any problem
unless he cleans up the short-comings in
the administration of the railway itself.

On mofiion by Mr. Sewell, debate ad-
journed.

House adiourned at 1247 a.m.
(Thursday).
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The PRESIDENT tcok the Chair at 3.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.
Fraser—West) {3.34) in moving the sec-
ond reading sa2id: The first amendment in
this Bill is for the purpose of enabling the
abolition of s fire district and the re-
moval from the Second Schedule to the Act
of the name of an abolished district.
When the prineipal Act was consolidated
in 1342 all local authority districts which
had been created fire districts were shown
as such in the Second Schedule. While
Section 5 of the prineipal Act authorises
the creation and cancellation of further
fire districts, there is no provision for can-
cellation of those appearing in the Second
Schdeule. An example is that of Wiluna
which is no longer required as a filre dis-
trict but cannot be canr=lled as such.
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The next amendment proposes that the
Fire Brigades Board shall be enlarged to
include a representative of the permanent
firemen, The W.A. Fire Brigade Em-
ployees’ Union is of the opinion that
many of its members’ aims in regard to
such things as administration working,
working conditions, passive time, inter-
pretation of regulations, allocation of re-
lief, duty, ete., could be given improved
consideration if the men had a represen-
tative on the board.

At present the board consists of 10
members. Two of these, one of whom is
the president, are appointed by the Gov-
ernment, three are elected by the insur-
ance companies, one by the Perth City
Council, and one each by the cther metro-
politan local authorities, the Goldfields
and the rural local authorities, and one
by the volunteer fire brigades. It will be
seen, therefore, that while the volunteer
firemen are represented on the board, the
permanent men are not. In this regard
I would like to mention there is a repre-
sentative of the firemen on the Board of
Fire Commissioners of New South Wales,
and on the Metropolitan Fire Board, Vic-
toria.

The Chief Electoral Officer has recom-
mended that provision be made for ap-
peals to a magistrate should any question
or dispute arise in regard to the regular-
ity or validity of an election, or the voting
at an election, of a member of the board.
A query of this nature arose some little
time ago, and it is considered there should
be g right of appeal in such a case. The
Bill seeks to implement the Chief Electoral
Officer’'s recommendation.

The following amendment is consequen-
tial on the proposal to appoint to the
board a representative of the permanent
firemen. At present the parent Act pro-
vides that members of the board shall
enter upon their duties on the first day of
January following their appointment or
election,

This would mean that if the appoint-
ment of a representative of the permea-
nent fireman was agreed to and he was
not appointed on or before the 31st Dec-
ember, 1956, he could not take up his
duties until the 1lst January, 1958. To
remedy this the Bill proposes he shall be
appointed on & date determined by the
Minister and hold office until the 3lst
December, 1957. After that date the
member will hold office for two years, as
do the present members of the board.

The Act at present provides that the
ageregate fees paid to the 10 members of
the board shall not exceed £850 in any
one Yyear. This meximum has existed
since 1949 when it was increased from £50.
In view of the reduced purchasing power
of money and the proposal to increase
the board’'s membership by one, the Bill
seeks to increase the maximum to £1,250.
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Sec ion 35 of the Act gives the Governor
power to make regulations for prescribing
the va ious apparatus and for appliances
saving ife and property to be kept and
maintai ed in all premises, excluding pri-
vate dw \lings, which dwellings shall not
include t. \ts. Under this authority a regu-
lation wa gazetted requiring every owner
and occup ¥ of premises other than pri-
vate dweli ‘gs to provide and maintain
such appa, tus and appliances as the
chief officer vders in writing.

The right ° appeal to a magistrate
within seven a1ys of receiving such an
order Is provic 1 in the regulation. An
appeal by the . ielphi Hotel was upheld
in the Perth Po. e Court on the ground
that the regulat: 1 was void because of
uncertainty, The Crown Law Depart-
ment considers it ‘oubiful whether the
regulation is a pri er exercise of the
power conferred by t. » Act. The Bill seeks
to amend the regul: ‘'on making powers
in the Aet to overcom this difficulty.

Section 46 (2) of th Act permits the
board, with the Gover: v's consent, to
issue debentures for the : ‘ount of money
borrowed under the provi wms of Subsec-
tion (1) of that section w1  interest at a
rate not exceeding 6% per ce. . The board
has requested that the lin - of 64 per
cent. be removed as such Hmiv ould hinder
the board from raising Ic s if the
approved bhorrowing rate wa., increased
above that rate. The Under Treasurer
supports the board’'s request an. the Bill
seeks in place of a maximum « 6% per
cent. to provide that interest on dv sntures
be at a rate approved by the Gove 1or.

Subsection (1) of Section 65 of t * Act
as it stands, renders the owner of nin-
sured premises or property on which . fire
occurs liable to pay certain charges to he
board for the attendance at the fire of . \y
brigade under the board’s control. In. -
covery proceedings against the owner of &
uninsured vacant block of land on whic.
a grass flre occurred which was attendec
by a brigade, it was successfully contended
by the defendant that as the property on
which the fire occurred was not an insur-
ahle interest, the provisions of the sub-
section did not affect him.

The board seeks to clarify the position
by making the owner or occupier of unin-
sured premises or property (whether the
same s insurable or not) liable for the
hoard's charges for a brigade’s attendance
at a fire on the premises or property and
the Bill contains an amendment to that
effect. I move—

_That the Bill be now read a secand
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Commitiee.

Hon. W. R. Hall in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill,
Clause }1—Short Title and Citation:

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: I would like a
little time to peruse the Bill in general,
as I missed the call for the adjournment
on the second reading. 1 was wondering
if the Bill could be postponed until later.

Progress reported.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read
a first time,

Second Reading.

THBE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.
Praser—West) [3.421 in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill that Mr. Simp-
son may not require an adjournment
on because he probably knows all about
it. This Bill contains two provisions,
the first of which is to provide for the
erection of bus shelters by the State Trans-
port Board, and the other to make the
Commissioner of Police responsible for bus
stops and stands in the metropolitan area.

I want to emphasise that it is not
the desire of the Government or of the
Transport Board that the board embark
upon a programme of constructing bus
shelters. QGenerally speaking, local auth-
orities—particularly of recent days—have
been most co-operative and anxious to do
the best they can for the patrons of
public transport; but there are some who
show no solicitude whatsoever for the
trials and tribulations of bus passengers
either before or after their journeys.

Every member will have observed the
long, patient queues waiting for public
transport in the heart of Perth in extremes
of searing heat and driving, chilly rain.
The Government considers that if the local
authority is unconcerned with the plight
of these people, then it should help them.

Members need not fear that such a
scheme would result in the erection of
hideous structures in the heart of the city,
as the Bill provides that in each case the
board shall confer with the local authority
as to the location, size and type of the
shelter. If agreement in this regard is not
reached, the matter is to be dealt with
by arbitration, either under the Arbitra-
tion Act or by some other method agreed
on by the partles. The erection of the
shelters would be financed from the fees
paid to the board by the bus companies,
and therefore bus passengers would be in-
directly paying for the shelters.

Hon. 8ir Charles Latham: That means

~ that the State will pay all the money.

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Members will
have noted that several bus shelters have
already been erected around the metro-
politan area, and in most cases the local
guthorities concerned have contributed 50
per cent, of the cost.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: In some cases
business houses have erected bus shelters.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so;
but a large number of local authorities
have also entered into an agreement to
erect bus shelters on a 50-50 basis. The
other amendment is to make the trans-
port Act conform in one respect with
the Traffic Act in respect of the definition
of local authority so far as the metro-
politan area is concerned. Under the
Traffic Act the Commissioner of Police is
the traffic authority in the metropolitan
area. This amendment seeks to make the
Commissioner of Police the local authority
in the metropolitan area only so far as
bus stops and bus stands are concerned.
The section of the State Transport Co-
ordination Act that is proposed to be
amended states—

The local authority shall if se re-
quired by the department appoint
within its district such stands for
omnibuses as may mutually be agreed
upon hetween the local authority and
the board.

In the event of failure to reach agree-
ment, there is provision for the matter to
be referred to arbitration. In actual fact,
it has heen found that the procedure is
for the police, in conjunction with the
Transport Board—and of more recent days,
perhaps, also the Main Roads Department
—to investigate the best stopping places
and to make a determination in connec-
tion with them. The metropolitan local
authorities are apparently not concerned
about these matters because it is a trafiie
problem, and I- think that in the great
majority of cases the recommendations of
the Police Traffic Branch are accepted
without question.

So as to avoid the necessity of submitting
these matters to local authorities with
consequent delay and with little useful
purpose being served, it 1Is sought to
streamline the procedure. In the country
districts, where the local suthorities are
the traffic authorities they will continue
as in the past to decide where the bus
stops shall be. Therefore, there is no inter-
ference with them at all. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. ¢. H, Simpson, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—BUILDERS’ REGISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.
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Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.
Fraser—West) [3.48] in moving the second
reading said: The parent Act provides for
the registration of builders in the metro-
politan area who undertake work exceeding
in value a sum of £800, the object of regis-
tration being to ensure that there is a
close check an bujlders, that responsibility
is fixed and that shoddy or unsatisfactory
work is reduced to a minimum. The regis-
tration board, which consists of five mem-
bers representing various sections of the
building industry comprises the Principal
Architect, who s chairman, and one repre-
sentative each of the Royal Australian In-
stitute of Architects, the Master Builders’
Association, the workers engaged in the
bujlding industry and the Builders’ Guild.

The functions of the board generally are
to determine a course of training—includ-
ing practical experience in the work of a
builder—to maintain a register of approved
builders, to investigate complaints, and
generally to supervise the standard of work,
for which latter purpecse it employs an
executive officer and an inspector. The
bozard's revenue is derived from the regls-
tration fees pald by builders and its ex-
penditure is mostly on salaries and modest
fees to members. The board has power to
cancel licences, and those dispossessed have
the right of appeal to a court.

In 1953 with a desire to stimulate the
building industry and to encourage small
builders and competent tradesmen to
undertake the construction of cottages the
Act was amended giving the board power
to register what were termed '‘conditional
builders."” Broadly speaking this provided
for the automatic registration of builders
in the metropolitan area who undertake
work not exceeding £4,000.

As wag anticipated this resulted in the
registration of some hundreds of con-
ditionally registered builders, the number
in June, 1954, being 611, all of whom made
a contribution to the housing shortage. It
did, however, encourage the influx of a
large number of persons who registered
conditionally for the sole purpose of build-
ing one house and obtaining discounts on
building materials. There were pastry-
eooks, clerks and even a few women
amongst the conditionally registered
builders. Many are not now operating but
they all played their part in overcoming
the acute shortage of houses.

However, the scene has now changed.
There are at present 708 registered builders
as well as 1,329 conditionally registered
builders whose licences are current. In
view of the fact that the housing shortage
has been overtaken, it is time that the
position should be re-examined.

Since the introduction in 1953 of the
provision enabling conditionally registered
butlders to operate, there have been many
submissions for some variation, particu-
larly in the past 12 months. It has been
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pointed out that many of the conditionally
registered builders are not now coperating
arid many obtained registrations only to
build one house. Some had since returned
to their trade; and it was claimed the
position in regard to apprentices had he-
come difficult, particularly in respect of
those who were employed by small firms
which had since gone out of business. The
very large number of conditionally
registered builders in relation to the whole,
Euii:;cated a need for some clearing of the
sts.

Conferences have been held between re-
sponsible bodies, including the Builders’
Registration Board, the Master Butlders’
Association, the Bullders’ Guild and the
Building Trades Executive of the AL.P.
The concensus of opinion was that there
was need for a revision and that the posi-
tion could best be met by a system of "A"
and “B” class licences with adequate pro-
fection for those already conditionally
registered, at the same time making it
possible for a competent tradesman to
operate in a small way as a builder.

This legislation, therefore, has the
support, in principle, of many sections of
the building industry and of those who are
vitally concerned in its very existence on
a healthy economic level. It provides that
there shall be two classes of builders—“A"
and “B." Registration as an “A’ class
builder may be obtained by the applicant
passing both parts of ah examination and
having had at least seven years’ experi-
ence in the building industry.

Registration as a '“B”-class builder may
be obtained by the applicant passing the
“B” section of the examination and hav-
ing had at least five years’ experience in
the building industry. The “B” examina-
tion will be comparatively simple and he
a forerunner to the examinations quallfy-
ing for admission as an “A"-class builder.
This provides an avenue for those who de-
sire to expand their activities and enter
into the wider field.

Those persons who at present are re-
gistered as conditional builders would
become ‘B class builders and retain re-
gistration provided they carry out work
to a value of not less than £5,000 in each
year from the commencement of the new
Act. The Act at present confines the con-
ditionally registered builder to works cost-
ing £4,000. The increase will give the “B"-

- class builder additional scope and is in

line with increased costs since the 1953
amendment was passed.

“B"” class builders eould obtain full re-
gistration by passing the "A” section of
the examination. The provision of the
examination for “A” and “B" class builders
means that any "“B” class builder having
the necessary experience may obtain full
registration by passing the “A” section of
the examination, and also that any *"B”
class builder who loses registration because
he does not carry out work to the value of
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£5,000 in any one year may obtain re-
registration by passing the prescribed
examination and otherwise qualifying by
having the necessary five years experience
in the industry.

Another amendment seeks to increase
the fees of members of the Builders
Registration Board. The fees at present
are £2 2s. per meeting, the board holding
12 meetings per year. It is felt that a
fee of £3 3s. under present conditions
would be reasonable and in accordance
with fees paid to members of other boards
and commissions. The members are busy
men and give their time freely in the
interests of the industry. Although only
12 meetings annually are held, which will
limit the annual emolument to 36 guineas,
members are involved in the affairs of
:_he board outside of ordinary meeting
imes.

It is fell that these amendments to the
Act will be of benefit to the bullding in-
dustry. The Bill protects the existing con-
ditionally registered builder and at the
same time removes the anomalies at pre-
sent existing.

This Bill takes me back to something
I advocated many years ago in this House,
when I successfully moved to raise the
limit of the contract to be undertaken by
an unregistered builder from £500 to ap-
proximately £800. At the time, Mr.
Thomson’s father was a member of this
House and he supported me. I am hoping
that the son will follow in the footsteps
of the father. In the depression days, 1
advocated that there was no necessity for
the cottage builder to pass an examina-
tion, because once that examination was
passed such a builder was entitled to
undertake all types of construction.

There was a demand for this by a num-
ber of small builders who had the quali-
fications to carry out only ordinary cot-
tage building, and did not wish to under-
take further studies to enable them to
qualify for building the larger types of
construction. I suggested two classes of
builders: the “A” class, to be entitled to
undertake any type of construction; and
the "B” class, to be confined to cottage
bailding.

I think I referred to a single-storey
instead of cottage building, Once there
are two storeys to a building the question of
struts, strains and stresses arises, and the
ordinary builder is not au fait with those
factors. I suggested that "A” and “B”
certificates should be issued. Since that
time the Act has been widened consider-
ably—more than I anticipated. Now that
the peak need for houses has passed, the
Bill will bring the position back to normal.
No doubt this Bill will benefit all those
who are engaged in the building industry.
1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

LCOUNCIL.]

HON. R, C. MATTISKE (Metropolitan)
[3.58]: Once again I agree with the Chief
Secretary in that the measure now intro-
duced is one which will be of very con-
siderable benefit to the building industry,
and to the public who have to make use
of the services of builders, I commend
the Minister for Works for the manner in
which he approached the various sections
of the building industry directly concerned
with this Bill, prior to its drafting, so that
he was able to hear all the arguments for
and against the various points. As & re-
sult, he has saved much of the time of
Parliament by obviating the necessity to
discuss matters which might be compara-
tively irrelevant.

The principal purpose of the Bill, as
the Chief Secretary said, is to make some
provision for the existing conditionally
registered builder and to ensure that per-
sons wanting to be conditionally register-
ed in future pass an examination and
prove themselves to be ecompetent to carry
out any building job entrusted to them.
In the last two or three years, because any
person at all could obtain registration
without an examination of any kind, a
number of people obtained registration
who, under more favourable circums-
stances, could have exploited the public.
Fortunately that did not happen, because
there were sufficient builders to ensure
that people desiring to build homes had a
reasonable choice. The result was that
building work was carried on without
any exploitation.

Prior to the introduction of this Bill,
the conditionally registered builders were
able to undertake up to £4,000 in any one
contract, This Bill proposes to lift the
amount to £5,000, which is considered to
he a reasonable figure for cottage work
or other small jobs in which conditionally
registered builders may engage. It has
been suggested by certain people that the
limit might well be raised to £8,000 or
£10,000. But when the matter is consid-
ered for a moment it will be realised that
that would bé a bad move. If the Bill is
passed the conditionally registered build-
er can operate up to £5,000, By passing
the few remaining subjects necessary to
enable him to be registered as an “A”-
class builder—

Hon. J. Mcl. Thomsen: How many have
sat for examination and how many have
passed and failed? .

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: With regard
to the *“A"-class builder, when the Act
first came into force in 1939, those who
were legitimately engaged in the industry
were automatically granted registration.
They only had to satisfy the board that
they had been legitimately engaged and
had, in fact, built certain structures. If
there was any doubt, the board refused
registration pending further inguiries.
With the passage of time it became neces-
sary for any one desiring registration to
pass the prescribed examination.
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At the end of the war, a number of
persons who were in the forces at the
time when the door was closed, complain-
ed that they had not had an opportunity
to apply for registration within the pre-
scribed time and, therefore, through their
war service, were suffering a disability.
Action was taken to open the door again,
and another bunch of builders was ad-
mitted, without examination, but on proof
that they had been previously legitimately
engaged in the industry. I am not sure
as to the exact number who were ad-
mitted without examination; but I would
say that, of the total number registered
at present, it would be one-third of those
fully registered. Those registered now as
conditionally registered builders were all
granted that concession without any ex-
amination of any kind, and it is mainly to
that section that this Bill is directed.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Wouldn't a
person having a high-priced building
erected normally employ an architect and
s0 have considerable protection against
shoddy work?

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: That is cor-
rect. With regard to a higher-priced
building, naturally the architect who is
going to advise his client to accept a
particular tender will not do so without
a prior knowledge of the competency of
the builder concerned.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Then why not
extend the limit?

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: For this reason:
If the limit for the conditionally registered
builder were extended, it would be too
difficult to police. In the last few years,
the board has experienced considerable
difficulty in policing the Act because, in
order to take legal action against anyone
contravening the limit clause, it has been
necessary to obtain documentary evidence,
and the only evidence in these cases is a
copy of the contract of sale between owner
and huilder.

It is extraordinary the number of cases
in which an owner will negotiate with a
builder, who is not fully registered, to per-
form a certain contract; and then, when
trouble arises later, will endeavour to pro-
tect or cover up that builder. If, later on,
there is an argument between that owner
and the builder, it is found that there is
no proper legal evidence on which either
side could take proceedings. When people
want to buy from a shop an article that
is valued at £300 or £400, they have no
hesitation in entering into a writlen con-
tract. But when there is a c¢ase of building
a structure worth £5,000 or more, it is
extraordinary how often they enter Into
such confiracts without a proper instru-
ment in writing. To enable the board to
have full control over conditionally regi-
stered builders who may desire to go to
the £8,000 to £10,000 class, it is necessary
to have a limit well helow that.
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There i5s another definite advantage in
having the limit fixed at £5,000, A person
registered as a “B'-class builder under the
Act, whether by his initial admission under
this measure or subsequently by examina-
tion, will have completed the first portion
of the total examination. Then, by a sub-
sequent passing of the remaining higher
grade subjects he can attain to full regis-
tration, It is therefore an incentive to one
who is limited to £5,000, but who is legiti-
mately engaged in the industry, to exert
himself to the extent of studying for a year
or so, taking the prescribed examina-
tion and ultimately becoming a fully-regis-
tered builder competent to carry out a
hizher class of work, It is a very good
thing to have that limit of £5,000 up to
whiceh a “B"-class builder can operate.

There is one portion of the measure
which needs amendment, and I understand
it is the intention of another member to
move such an amendment at the Com-
mittee stage. The RBill provides that a
person operating at the moment as a con-
ditionally registered builder will auto-
matically be granted registration as a “B"-
class huilder. It is also provided that he
may continue so to operate so long as he
builds at least £5,000 worth of work in
each year.

The disability in that provision lies in
the fact that if through personal reasons
he has to retire from the industry for 12
months or more, or go out of the State, or
is in any other way not able to carry out
the £5,000 worth of work in one year, it
will be necessary for him to pass the exam-
ination before he can be readmitted as a
“B” class builder. It is felt that that is
not quite fair, and that in this respect
there may have been an oversight on the
part of the person drafting the Bill.

The only other point in the measure to
which I would refer concerns an increase
in the fees payable to the members of the
board. They have been allowed two
guineas per sitting, with a maximum of
24 guineas in any one year. It is proposed
to raise those figures to three guineas and
36 guineas respectively. The sittings of
the board are quite lengthy, and a con-
siderable amount of work is done at them.
In addition, a good deal of work is done
prior to and subsequeni to the meetings.
It is often necessary for the whole board
or certain individuals on the board to
inspect works, and consequently quite a
lot of their time is absorbed.

The Bill limits the payments in any one
year to 36 guineas on the basis of one
meeting per month. In actual fact, the
board meets on more freguent occasions,
so the payment of 36 guineas a year is
by no means excessive. I commend the
Government for introducing this measure
and have pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

Sitting suspended from 4.10 t0 4.30 p.m.
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HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [4.30]: It
it not my intention to speak at any length,
but I want to say at the outset that I
desire to support the measure because I
believe it will do something which will
prove of advantage to pecople classed as
unregistered builders, and to those who
desire them to carry out certain works.
I can recall that some years ago an amend-
ment moved by the Chief Secretary was
responsible for raising the value of work
that could be done from £500 to £800.
That, of course, is vastly different from
the amount of £4,000 permitied under the
Builders’ Registration Act today.

In view of rising costs, it is essential that
an increase should be permitted, and the
proposal to step it up to £5,000 is a move
in the right direction, It appears to me,
however, that the amount of £5,000 will
be permitted in a particular contract—I
assume it would be for one house. In the
event of an unregistered builder contract-
ing to build a duplex type of house, which
actually is two residences, the amount of
£5,000 would not be sufficient. That being
so, we should consider increasing the
amount from £5,000 to £7,000; this would
enable an unregistered builder to contract
for the building of that particular type
of residence. That no doubt can be con-
sidered during the Committee stages of
the Bill.

Mention was made of certain examina-
tions which it was necessary for builders
to pass before they were permitied to be-
come “A”-class builders. I have no know-
ledge at all of the type of examination
they are required to pass, and I am sure
other members are not acquainted with
this maiter either. I suggest that the file
dealing with those examination papers
should be laid on the Table of the House
in order to give members an opportunity
to see just what is required of huilders
before they can qualify as “A”-class
builders.

I am sure that great benefit will he
derived from the Bill both by the unregis-
tered builder and by the people who em-~
ploy him. As I have said, I think there
should be an increase of the amount per-
mitted; and instead of being £5,000, it
should be £7,000 to enable these builders
to contract for the duplex type of house.
With those few remarks, I support the
second reading of the Bill.

HON. J. Mcl. THOMSON (South)
[4.35]1: Like Mr. Davies, I have no idea
of the examination it is necessary for
bhuilders to pass before they are able teo
qualify and become registered. I confess
to that, even though I am a registered
builder myself. However, I came into
that category in 1939. There is consider-
able merit in the Bill. It will enable the
“B"-class builder to increase the amount
of his activities on a contract to £5,000.
Again I find myself In agreement with
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Mr. Davies that the amount should be
extended to cover the duplex type of
house, as was pointed out by that hon.
member. Such houses are still erected,
and it would be farcical if *“B"-class
builders had to reject contracts for du-
plex houses when they were qualified to
do the job.

I am not at all in favour of restrictions
of any kind; and I think it is wrong for
us to say to an individual that he will be
permitted to do this or that provided he
has passed the necessary examination, and
is qualified to do so; and that if he has
not passed the necessary examination, he
will not be permitted by law to ecarry out
those activities. To my mind that con-
stitutes an infringement of human rights.

This Bill applies only to the metropoli-
tan area, and it should be extended in its
provisions to cover the country districts
as well; because I have seen some dreadfut
things perpetrated in the country by
Johnny-come-lately contractors, who have
never held a hammer or a saw. It is out-
rageous to think of the impositions that
these people have inflicted on farmers in
the country districts. I know of an in-
stance of a farmer having had no fewer
than three huilders to do a jobh which one
qualified man would have been able to
carry out, and at the same time make a
reasonable margin of profit.

The measure is to prevent unscrupulous
people from operating, and to prevent from
doing so those who wish to register for the
purpose of huilding their own homes and
thus obtain the bhenefits of discounts
allowed to builders. It is most dishonest
that they should obtain these discounts,
and the Bill deals with that aspect.

The bheard sheould consider extending
the scope of the Bill to the country dis-
tricts. because it is as necessary to proteet
contractors in those districts as it is to
protect those In the metropolitan area.
I have always looked with displeasure on
legislation that restricts an individual’s
activities. This measure before us is cer-
tainly justified, and will ensure that the
legislation on the statute book is operated
to the advantage of all concerned,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. W. R. Hall in the Chair;
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.
Clause 6-—Section 10A amended:
Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I move an amend-
ment—
That after the word “work" in line
13, page 4, the following proviso be
added:—
Provided that this paragraph
shall not apply to any bullder who
for reasons which are satisfac-

the
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tory in the opinion of the board
hes not during the preceding
year executed building work to
the value aforesaid.
That would safeguard the interests of the
smaller builder., If through illness or for
some reason beyond his control he is un-
able to complete work to the value of
£5,000, he will be permitted under the
amendment to retain his registration.

The Chief Secretary: He may have gone
for a trip around the world.

Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: That is so.
may be out of the State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
objection to the amendment. I under-
stand it was agreed to in another place
but was not inserted on account of an
oversight.

Hon, J. Mcl. THOMSON: I support the
amendment. The purpose is obvipus. If
a builder were unable to commplete his
contract of £5,000 in one year through ill-
ness or circumstances beyond his control
he would retain his registration if those
reasons were acceptable to the board.
Otherwise, if he completed work only to
the value of £4,750 and stopped, he would
have to reregister.

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I commend this
amendment to the Committee. It is &
matter I raised in my second reading
speech. I feel it is reasonable, and hope
the Committee will approve of it.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: There is a
question I would like to ask the Chief
Secretary in regard to works of a higher
price—say £8,000 or £9,000. In these cases
one would expect an architect to be em-
ployed by the owner. Jobs of £2,000 or
£3,000 would normally not have any super-
vision from an architect; so the point
raised by Mr. Mattiske in regard to the
high limits does not seem to hold water.
‘Would the Chief Secretary tell me whether
that is so; and, if so, what is the objec-
tion to the inecreased amount?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is a
lot in what the hon. member says. Gener-
ally a person in the higher figure does em-
ploy an architect, and the person building
the £2,000 or £3,000 home cannot afford
one and relies on the builder. But the only
reason I can give for this amount is that
I understand it was arrived at in con-
ference as being suitable,

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bili reported with an amendment.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Incorrect Press Report—President’s
Statement.

The PRESIDENT : This morning I called
on the chairman of directors of Westk
Australian Newspapers Limited, Sir Lang-
lois Lefroy, and handed him the motion

He
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agreed to by the House on Thursday, the
6th December, 1956 and discussed with
him details leading up to the submission
of the motion.

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.
Fraser—West) [4.50] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill has three main
objects:—

(a) To define more clearly the sections
relating to compensation for in-
jurious affection in the existing
Act, particularly as regards zoning
of land. At present they are by
no means clear.

To prevent the sale of land in so-
called “lots” for which no certi-
ficates of title can be issued.

To extend the period of operation
of the interim development powers
in the metropolitan region (under
which the Interim Development
Order was recently made) for a
period of 12 months from the 31st
December, 1956.

The first of these provisions has been
rvequested by the Perth City Council so that
the compensation provisions of the parent
Act will be made clearer before the council
finalises its scheme for the zoning of its
district. As the Act stands at present,
there is considerable doubt and a lot of
fear on the part of local authorities that
in a comprehensive zoning scheme, an
authority might be faced with a very large
payment of compensation for Injurious
affection, a large portion of which might be
unjustified.

The EBill provides that no compensation
for injurious affection shall be paid in re-
spect of the zoning provisions in a town-
planning scheme; that is, the deflning
or classifying of the scheme area
into various zones in which specified types
of land use are permitted—industrial, resi-
dential and the like. However, the pro-
vision regarding no compensation will not
apply unless:—

(1) The scheme also provides for the
retention of existing use rights in
land and buildings which do not
conform to the zoning proposals,
and permits the reasonable exten-
sion of any huildings, and
The zoning permits the land to be
developed or improved privately,
that is, it is not zoned or reserved
for public purposes such as roads,
parks, schools, etc., which would
preclude private development.

(b)

(¢c)

(2)
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It must be assumed that the zoning will
be properly carried out after a careful
assessment of existing and potential land
use; and that if not properly carried out,
the scheme will not be approved in any
case. There is already provision for adver-
tisement and objections to all town-
planning schemes.

It is now generally Aaccepted town-
planning practice that properly constituted
zoning regulations are, in fact, no more
onerous than health or building regula-
tions in a civilised community and should
not be subject to the safeguards set out
above carrying compensation for injurious
affection.

This principle has already been accepted
in the Victorian town-planning legislation,
which is probably the most advanced in
Australia; and it formed one of the recom-
mendations in regard to legislation in the
metropolitan regional plan. If this pro-
vision is accepted, it will clear up many of
the existing doubts and result in a much
more positive approach to planning from
the local authority angle.

The second provision deals with the sub-
division of land. It has arisen as the result
of land sales in the Yanchep area where
lots have been sold for which no certificate
of title has been issued. In the particular
circumstances, an application for sub-
division in principte was made and refused.
No recourse was had to the appeal pro-
visions of the Act; but the owner has
since sold lots to various purchasers, who
have apparently paid for them, and in
some cases erected buildings. There is no
prospect of a certificate of title being given
to the purchasers and they must, therefore,
remain in the title of the vendor,

The Crown Law Department has ad-
vised that action cannot be taken against
the vendor as the lots are unidentifiable;
and while it is not considered that the
practice wiil necessarily become widespread,
it is a loophole in the Act, The Bill pro-
poses to prevent this practice and to plug
the loophole.

The third amendment is fo extend the
term of the metropolitan interim develop-
ment order from the 31st December, 1356,
to the 31st December, 1857. I think mem-
bers would appreciate some detalls of this
order. The metropolitan regional plan in
its printed form was made available to
the general public in September, 1955,
with the intention that the proposals
should become as widely known as pos-
sible. Copies were made available to all
members of Parliament and to zll local
authorities affected; and up to the
present time. a total of about 1,000 copies
have been distributed.

In addition, the Government has spon-
sored an exhibition of the proposals which
has been held twice iIn Perth and will be
shown in Fremantle and elsewhere in the
metropolitan region. This exhibition has
been well attended and great interest has

[COUNCIL.)

heen shown in it. It seems right to as-
sume that the proposals are now becoming
more widely known.

Initially the Government set up a Town
Planning Advisory Committee—composed
of members of the Government, the Op-
position and local authorities—to consider
the proposals in the plan and report to
the Government. This commitiee sat be-
tween the 5th August, 1955, and the 3rd
November, 1955, and reached agreement on
a number of major issues as well as ap-
proving of the plan in principle.

The committee agreed that a complete
revision of the legislation was necessary,
and that interim development legislation
in the metropolitan region was urgent.
The committee commenced consideration
of the composition of the regicnal planning
authority and of the msajor proposals in
the plan.

During the sittings of the committee
there were many expressions of opinion
to the effect that the members of the com-
mittee were all exceedingly busy and un-
able to give the time necessary to the de-
tailed consideration of the various pro-
posals, and thought was given to the
replacement of the commitiee by another
regional committee or authority.

Following this, the interim development
legislation was passed at the last session
of Parliament and the preparation of an
interim development order was put in
hand. Because of its falrly complicated
nature, the necessity to produce a set of
plans sufficient for statutory purposes, and
the need to amend some of the plan pro-
posals—which had already been super=
seded owing to lack of control—the in-
terim development order was not ready
until the end of July, 1956, and was
gazetted on the Tth September, 1956.

The legislation had been prepared with
a view to operating the order for a period
of at least 12 months from the date it
came into effect; and that is why the
extension of powers for a further 12
months Is now asked for in this Bill.

The Government has not yvet made a
decision on the form that the regional
planning authority should take It is not
vet satisfied that the authority should
be either a committee composed of Gov-
ernment and local government representa-
tives, as recommended in the plan, or an
authority similar to the Board of Works
in Melbourne. It is important that the
right decision should be made in this case
and the matter is under consideration. In
the meantime, the Town Planning Board
is acting as Interim development authority.

It is the aim of the Government to be
in a position to introduce a major revision
of town-planning legislation in the next
session of Parliament, in which the
anomalies in the Town Planning and De-
velopment Act ¢can be cleared up and pro-
vision made for a regional planning auth-
ority, the operation of a statutory regional
plan, and the necessary financial provi-
sions,
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In the meantime it is most important
that interim development control should
continue, and the general position be held
as far as possible. In other words, the
statutory plan should take over where in-
terim control leaves off, and there sheould
be no gap between them,

During the operation of the interim de-
velopment order the 'Town Planning
Department, the Main Roads Department
and the Railway Department, together
with other Government departments af-
fecied, are proceeding with more detailed
investigation of the proposals in the plan
and their more accurate delineation.
Local authorities are being consulted and
asked to express their views, and in many
cases they are giving full co-operation.
As a result of this process, it should he
possible to present the regional authority,
when established, with a plan in which
many of the initial difficulties and objec-
tions have bheen smoothed out, thus
enabling their consideration of it to be
easier.

This is a difficult time in any major
planning scheme: the time hetween initial
presentation in advisory form and final
approval. While the Government is
anxious to finalise a plan as soon as pos-
sible, it must be realised that we bhave
come a long way in a very short fime.
Our progress compares very favourably
with that of other cities in Australia and
elsewhere.

We are making a plan for the future
development of our capital city and prin-
cipal port and the surrounding area—a
plan for development which will las{ long
past our lifetime. It is important that
the right decisions be made at this junc-
ture, as we do not want to retrace our
steps. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. J. G. Hislop, debate
adjourned.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—MARRIAGE ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for {he resump-
tion of the debate from the previous day.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Assembly.
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BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. C, H. SIMPSON (Midland) [541:
This is a small Bill, the substance of
which is to provide superannuation faecili-
ties for the staff of the Lotteries Commis-
sion. When the commission was first
established, it had to run the gauntlet of
cansiderable debate, and it was subject to
continuance year by year. Over the years,
however, it has become accepted by both
Labour and Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernments, and undoubtedly it has resulted
in a tremendous amount of charitable
work being done; and I think all parties
now agree that it has become a perman-
ent feature of our administration system.

The commission, while it was temporary
in character and liable to be discontinued,
could not take any steps to provide bene-
fits such as this; but now that it has been
renewed for five-year periods, the question
of providing superannuation for the em-
ployees, who are all permanent employees,
has been raised. There are about 25 em-
ployees actually engaged by the commission
—eight men and 17 women—most of whom
are middle-aged. . Some of the women &are
widows and the prospects are that they
will remain with the commission for some
time.

Under the Bill they have the choice of
contracting out of the scheme, which is to
be on a contributory basis, or selecting
one of the two alternative systems provided
for in the measure. The whole thing falls
into line with other Government institu-
tions, and there seems to be no valid
reason why the scheme should not be ac-
cepted, buf every good reason why it should
be adopted. Having those features in mind,
and knowing the desirability of placing
the commission on the same level as other
departments, I offer no objection to the
proposal. I have pleasure in supporting
the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commilttee, etlc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Assembly.

BILL—LIQUID PETROLEUM GAS.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.
PFraser—West) [5.10] in moving the second
reading said: Members will be aware
that for some months liquid petroleum
gas has been produced as a by-product
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of the Kwinana refinery. This gas is now
being distributed throughout Western
Australia by an arrangement between the
B.P. Reflnery (Kwinana) Ltd., Common-
weglth Qil Refineries Ltd. and Westralian
Farmers Co-operative Ltd.

Before distribution began, these com-
panies found that there was in existence
in Western Australia two Acts dealing with
gas. One of these affects the standards
of gas and is known as the Gas Standards
Act, 1947. The other Act, which has as
its object the contrcl of companies who
are distributing town gas, and who had a
monopsly for that purpose, is entitled
the Gas Undertakings Act, 19047-1956.

These Acts do not define gas, buf were
intended to cover town gas, not liquid
petroleum gas. The three companles con-
cerned wrote jointly to the Premier asking
that they be exempted from the provisions
of the Acts. Because of the essential
differences between town gas and liguid
petroleum gas, the request was considered
by the Government to he reasonable, -

Although the Government is prepared to
exempt the companies from the provisions
of both these Acts, it considers that pur-
chasers of the gas should be entitled to a
guaranteed gas standard. Standards have
been laid down in England and America
for liquid petroleum gas, and the present
Bill proposes that the State Eleetricity
Commission, which administers the two
Acts I have referred to, should have power
to declare the standards for the gas, and
to police them. I am informed that these
standards will be in accordance with
recognised overseas standards, and will
deal with both quality and safety.

The State Electricity Commission has
the statutory right to distribute town
gas within a certain distance from the
centre of the City of Perth; and the Fre-
mantle Gas and Coke Co, Ltd. has a
similar right of distribution within flve
miles of the centre of Fremantle. The Bill
seeks to provide that liquid petroleum gas
shall not be sold in those areas without
the consent of the Minister. The Bill
has been examined by representatives of
the three companies, the Fremantle Gas
and Coke Co. Ltd., and the State Elec-
tricity Commission, all of whom have
agreed with the general principles of the
measure.

As liquid petroleum gas has s much
higher calorific value than town gas, the
appliances used for town gas cannot be
used for liguid petroleum gas unless they
are modifled. The companies propose to
market liquid petroleum gas In containers;
and it is probably that, because the price
of the product Is not competitive with
that of town gas, the blggest market for
the gas will, for some time at least be in
country areas, where it could provide a
much-needed amenity in many homes. It
is particularly suitable for use in caravans

(COUNCIL.]

and launches, and there are also some
industrial purposes for which it could be
used with advantage. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (BHon. G.
Fraser—West) [5.13} in moving the second
reading said: The sweeping amendments
made last session to the principal Act were
designed to protect property-owners and
to ensure that they received fair compen-
sation for, as well as giving them the right
to voice objections to resumpiion. In the
subsequent months there has been evidence
of the undoubted advantages which the
new legislation confers on property-
owners. Some minor problems have arisen
which may require some legislative correc-
tion but it is felt it would be wise to obiain
a2 further 12 months' experience in the
cperation of the new provisions before
attempting any further major amend-
ments.

There is, however, one matter which
requires early correction, this referring
to Sections 29 and 29A of the parent Act.
These are the sections which require the
Minister to offer back to the owner any
land which is not required for the pur-
pose for which it was resumed, or other-
wise acquired.

When the amending legislation was in-
troduced last session it was never intended
that these restrictive provisions should
apply to land which had been acquired by
negotiation or outright purchase. It is
felt that so long as the Government or a
Jocal authority purchases land on the open
market for a necessary public work, and
that there is a willing buyer and a willing
seller, there should be no necessity to
offer the land back to the original owner
even though it may not be required for
the work for which it was purchased.

Representations have been received from
the Local Government Association and
from many individual loeal authorities,
requesting an amendment such as is con-
tained in the Bill, and expressing the view
that where a local authority purchases
land for a consideration agreed upon be-
tween the parties, then it is unjust and
unreasonable to require the local auth-
ority to eive the vendor the first right of
repurchase if the authority subsequently
desires to resell the property or use it for
some other purpose

The same line of reascning also applies
in the case of lapd purchased for Gov-
ernment requirements. The Bill there-
fore seeks to exclude from the parent
Act the necessity to first offer back
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to the original owner land which has been
acquired for a public work other than by
resumption, and which is no{ needed for
that original purpose. The Bill also con-
tains a clause which gives specific auth-
ority to sell or use land for any other
work where such land has been acquired
otherwise than by compulsory taking and
resumption. The other clauses in the
measure are consequential. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-West)
[5.15]: As the Chief Seecretary has indi-
cated, this measure seeks to straighten
out a section of the Act which at present
is a little unreasonable. Under the Act
as it now stands, & person might sell a
block to a local authority or the Govern-
ment for £1,000; and if at the end of flve
vears the Government or local authority
concerned changed its mind about the use
to which the land should be put, and
desired to dispose of it, although that
land might in the intervening period have
appreciated in value to £5,000, there would
be no option but to offer it back to the
original owner at the price which the
?ovggnment or local authority had paid
or it.

That is quite reasonable where the land
has been compulsorily acquired; but in
instances where there was free will on
both sides in regard to the transaction,
that provision §s unreasonable and the
<Government or local authority should be
able to sell the land to whom it likes,
should it wish to dispose of it. I support
the second reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.
Fraser—West—in reply) [5.171: A pasition
such as that to which Mr. MacKinnon
Teferred has arisen during the last 12
months. Long before that, the then Min-
ister for Works, and I as Minister for Local
Government, insisted that even though the
local authorities had resumed certain land
up to 25 years hefore, they should offer it
back to the original owner in instances
where it had been compulsorily acquired.
We realised, however, that there should be
protection in cases of compulsory resump-
tion; and that was the reason for the
introduction of last year's measure.

Inadvertently, the words “or otherwise
acquired” slipped into the Bill; and when
it became law, the result was that no mat-
ter how land had been acquired, the Gov-
ernment or a local authority had to offer
it back to the original owner.

There have been instances where land
was purchased for a recreation area: and
then, the local authority having made
other provision to that end, the land was
sought to be subdivided for housing pur-
poses. But owing to last year’s legislation,
I had to insist that the land be offered
back to the original owner, who, of course,
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was prepated to take it back as it returned
him a handsome profit. That sort of thing
has placed local authorities in an invidious
position, and this measure will rectify the
anomaly as has been explained.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitlee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—CHURCH OF ENGLAND
DIOCESAN TRUSTEES AND
LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. J. Mcl. THOMSON (South)
[5.23]1 in moving the second reading said:
The purpose of this Bill is to enable the
Bunbury Church of England diocesan trus-
tees to use the proceeds from the proposed
leasing of property on which the present
cathedral of Bunbury stands for the build-
ing and maintenance or endowment of a
new cathedral and ancillary buildings.
Under the present Act the church is
unable to do that.

The trustees have purchased a site in
Bunbury on which to erect a new cathedral
—what is known as the Brend Tor site—
and the land has already been levelled and
a large retaining wall erected in prepara-
tion for the erection of the new structure.
When the new cathedral is completed the
trustees propose to use the present cathe-
dral site for the establishment of business
yremises, which will in due course be
leased.

I understand that tentative plans have
been prepared for the proposed buildings,
and for the purposes which I have men-
tioned the trustees have requested that
the present legislative action be taken.
The Synod of the church at its last session
gave approval to the Bill, and I therefore
trust that this House will agree to the
measure. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
RBill read a second time,

In Commiltee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—PARLIAMENT HOUSE SITE
PERMANENT RESERVE (A, 1162).

Received from the Assembly and read a
frst time.
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BILL-—BREAD ACT AMENDMENT.
Report.
Report of the Committee adopted.
Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY
Fraser—West) [5.31): I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

HON. R. C. MATTISKE (Metropolitan)
[5.521: Without unduly delaying the House,
I would like to utter this last warning
concerning the consequences that may arise
from the passing of this legisiation.
Admittedly, it will provide that those per-
sons living within a distance of two miles
of a bakery will be able to have their bread
delivered, which is a very good thing, but
I want it clearly understood that there will
have to be a bprice paid for that service.

As I said during the Committee stage
of the Bill last night. the total delivery
cost allowed in the metropolitan area by
the Wheat Products Prices Committee at
present is approximately 4d. per 2lb. loaf,
In Kalgoorlie at the moment that 4d. per
loaf delivery cost must be reduced as there
is a certain element of delivery cost in-
cluded in the present sale price because the
bread has to he delivered to certain
strategic points at which householders
pick it up. Therefore, it will not mean
that the price will automatically increase
by 4d. per loaf but by a figure which those
who are competent to estimate consider
will be no less than 2d. and will probably
be 24d. per 21h. loaf.

This increase in price must be borne by
somebody. It will have to be borne by the
householder, if the Wheat Products Prices
Committee carries out its normal function
and allows fair and reasonable delivery
costs to the bakers as it has always done
in the past; or it will have to be horne by
the manufacturer of the bread if the
Wheat Products Prices Committee will not
agree to the delivery cost being passed on
to the consumer in full. In the first place,
considerable protest must be raised by the
consuming public of Kalgoorlie. Surely
they cannot be aware that by having their
bread delivered the 200 or 300 yards from
the present pick-up points to their homes
it will cost them an extra 2d. per loaf.

On the other hand, if the baker has to
stand the full impact of the additional
delivery costs, I feel sure that there is
going to be considerable trouble in the in-
dustry in the near future. I was very in-
terested in a remark made by Mr. Bennetts
during the Committee stage of the Bill last
night when he referred to the possibility
of some third party commencing a de-
livery service. I may not have heard him
quite correctly; but if it be possible for a
third party to undertake delivery of bread
in those parts, the likely trouble of which
I speak may not eventuate. Nevertheless,
so that they will not be under any mis-
apprehension, I wish to draw the attention

(Hon. G.
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of members to the fact that this extra
charge I have mentioned may have to be
imposed.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South-East)
[5.36]: In view of the fact that my name
was mentioned by the previous speaker,
and being one of those who was fighting
for the delivery of bread on the Gold-
fields, I want to point out that at the time
bread was heing delivered in those parts,
certain persons approached the bakers in
Kalgoarlie with the object of taking on
the delivery of bread by contract, and
they were prepared to deliver it at the
price ruling at that time. However, the
bakers would not agree to that proposi-
tion.

I consider that we could deliver bread
in Kalgoorlie cheaper than it would be
delivered in the metropolitan area. There=
fore, I am pleased the Bill has reached
this stage, and I trust that its provisions
will prove satisfactory to the people on the
Goldfields.

HON. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM (South-
East) ([5.37): I do not care to delay the
rassage of the Bill much longer because
I think every phase concerning it has
been covered. Nevertheless, I am as-
tonished at the remarks made by Mr.
Bennetts. On the Goldfields today, 80
per cent. of hread dezliveries would be
made by motor-vehicles. If anyone
seriously thinks that bread or any other
commaodity can be delivered on the Gold-
flelds cheaper than in the metropolitan
area, when the principal item that is used
for its delivery is petrol, which is re-
tailed on the Goldfields at 1s. per gallon
more than it is in the metropolitan area—
to say nothing of the wear and tear on
the vehicle—he is sadly astray.

In fact, this rent-leasing arrangement
for delivery of bread was tried in the
metropolitan area. A baker who thought
it was an excellent move leased the de-
livery of bread to the carters so that
it would create a greater incentive to
them; but at the end of 12 months, de-
liveries on every single round had so
deteriorated that all the rounds had to be
reorgahised.

Such a scheme is not practicable; be-
cause even if a baker had 200 houses on
his round, and was allowed to charge th=
maximum for delivery—say, 3d. a loaf—
that would give him a return of £17 a
week, out of which his costs would have
to be defrayed. That would leave him a
net amount of ahout £10 or £12 a week.
On those figures, therefore, the delivery
of bread is imposstble. I have heard noth-
ing during the debate on this Bill that
will make me change my mind. It will be
an jmposition on the people who want
their bread delivered, although I must
admit that the delivery of bread would be
a great benefit if it could be achieved
without an increase in the price.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes ... 17
Noes ... 10
Majority for ... i
Ayes,
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. G. E. Jeflery
Hon. (. Bennetts Hon. F. R. K. Lavery
Hon. E. M. Davles Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. L. C. Diver Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. H, €. Strickland
Hon. W. R. Hall Hon. J. D. Teahan
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. F. J. 5. Wise
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. W. F. Wiliesee
Hon. R. P, Hutchlson (Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. C. H. S8lmpson
Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hon. Sir Chas. Latham Hon. H. K, Watson
Hon. G. MacKinnon Hon. F. D. Willmott
Hon. R. C. Mattiske Hon. J. Murray
( Telier.)
Palr.
Aye. No.

Hon. J. J. Garrigan Hon. A. F. Grifﬁrth
Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with amendments.

BILL—BETTING CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Request jor Conference.

Message from the Assembly requesting a
conference on the amendments insisted on
by the Council, and notifying that at such
conference the Assembly would be repre-
sented by three managers, now considered.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the Assembly’s request for a
conference be agreed to, that the
managers for the Councii be Hon. L.
C. Diver, Hon. J. Murray and the
mover, and that the conference be
held in the Chief Secretary’s room at
9 pm. _

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

- Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Midland) [5.45):
After hearing the speeches of various
members last night, there 15 little that I
cah add to the very clear exposition of the
case given by those who contributed to the
debate. In particular I refer to the figures
supplied by Mr, Watson. Speaking in
general terms, there are certain features
in the Bill which we dislike. I would
itemise a few of the objections so that
members can make up their minds whether
they will accept, reject or amend the
measure now before us.
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We can all agree that any figures and
facts put before us by Mr. Watson on this
measure should be considered carefully,
because he has had many years of ex-
perience in this fleld. He knows the exact
effects, and how the tax will bear on the
different sections of industry. Whatever
the Government may think and propose
to do, it will he well advised to study very
closely the information put forward by
Mr. Watson, and to be guided hy the
comments he made.

To many of us it appears that in a
number of respects this is an iniquitous
tax. It bears on many sections of the
community. While it treats some very
lightly, it treats others very harshly. It is,
of course, a tax on capital values. While
it is imposed on an ascending scale—and
s0 hits the person in the top bracket very
heavily—it Is also levied on values which,
over the last few years, have been increased
greatly, and will increase still further in
the next few years.

I referred to this aspect when I spoke
to the probate Bill, and mentioned that,
in fact, there was a double reaction in
the incidence of that tax. Not only did
it affect a property more and more as the
tax increased, but we should take into
account the way in which the value of
properties on which this tax is imposed
has also been increasing. Unless those
factors are taken into account, the estimate
made by the Government of the expected
return from the tax would obviously be
incorrect.

When speaking to the probate Bill, Mr.
Watson pointed out that 10 years ago the
capital on which that tax was levied was
£4.700,000. In a short space of 10 years
that was increased through revaluation
to over £14,000,000. Probate duty which
in 1946 amounted to £238,000 has, within
10 years, increased to over £1,000,000. In
a sense the tax under this Bill is a levy on
capital and the same factors apply. In
regard to city properties in particular, it
looks as if the tax will be very high. It
has heen ealculated that city properties
will be taxed three to five times more than
the present rate. The tax on church
properties and similar organisations will
be doubled, according to the amount of
property held. Householders will have to
pay an increased amount. Agricultural
lands which, since 1931, have been exempt-
from this tax, will now have to pay it.

It might be worth while to point out that
church properties are to receive this im-
post. I am referring to church properties
fromn which revenue is derived. Perhaps
it is right that church properties which
derive revenue from rent should be taxed.
There can be no exception taken to the
tax at present levied; but it has to be
taken into account that these organisa-
tions, which are non-profit-making bodies
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devote the revenue derived from such
properties to the carrying on of their work
for the good of the community.

In addition to churches, other institu-
tions—such as the R.SL. Trades Hall,
friendly socleties, the R.A.C. and other
non-profit organisations—will find the tax
doubled. Against that, the owner of un-
improved land will not have an additional
tax imposed upon him (unless the value
exceeds £5,000), There is an anomaly in
this respect which needs rectifying. The
tax can affect the house purchaser, who
may be the purchaser of a Commonwealth-
State rental home at, say, Wandana Flats.
He will have to pay a tax as required by
this Act. The person lving in a rental!
home will not have to pay anything.

It seems to me that one of the worst
features of the tax is that it applies on an
ascending scale. It might be argued that
people owning properties valued at £20,000
and over are wealthy and well ahle to pay
an increased rate of tax. They will have
tc pay an increased amount, even on a
flat rate. But these people are being taxed
on an increasing scale—the higher the
valuation ascends, the greater the tax. In
many cases such properties have been
acquired through thrift, self-denial, hard
work, business acumen, ete., yet the money
accumulated to purchase this property,
which in many cases had been fully taxed
previously, will be taxed again under this
Bill.

The old cry in favour of land tax was
the objective of splitting up large estates,
but in these days that objective has been
lost sight of. The tax now represents a
handy means for the Government to obtain
revenue, Few Governments refrain from
imposing this tax to raise the necessary
funds to carry on the functions of Govern-
ment. The position here is different from
that of the Eastern States. Western Aus-
tralia is a young State in the early stages
of development and faces a huge task. By
comparison with the sister States over the
east, which have been developing for many
more years and have reached a far more
gdﬁ?né:ed stage, Western Australia is well

ehind.

While I agree that Governments must be
able to obtain revenue to carry on its
functions, after viewing the flzures which
have been placed before us I am inclined
to think there are other ways to raise the
necessary funds than by the imposition of
this tax. In the first place there can be
g more apparent exercise of economy. We
can point to certain divisions of Govern-
ment administration where blg sums of
money are being spent.

The guestion 1s—in view of the obliga-
tions to which we are committed—whether
it is advisable to carry on too fast and too
far, particulariy in regard to development
around the metropolitan area which is
being undertaken at the expense of de-
velopment in the country, In fact, if there

[ASSEMBLY.]

were more evidence of country development
which will in time produce wealth for the
State, I might be inclined to take a
different view to the one I now take. -

The rate of tax is very high. Many in-
stances were given last night, and there is
one from the Taxpayers' Association which
I wish to read. This gives in factual detail
some of the increases in this tax, com-
pared with the rate that now applles. It
is s return dated the 29th November, 1958.
It shows what will be pald under the pro-
posed land tax and what was pald on the

old tax on the unimproved value. The
figures are as follows:—
Unimproved Qid Land Tax Proposed Land Tax
Value 13d.in £ to8d.in£
£ £ s.d. £ s d.
500 212 1 4 3 4
1,000 b 4 2 8 6 8
5,000 26 010 41 13 4
10,000 52 1 8 83 8 @8
20,000 104 3 4 208 6 8
30,000 156 5 0 315 0 0
40,000 208 6 8 583 6 8
50,000 260 8 4 833 6 8
60,000 31210 0 1125 0 0O
10,000 364 11 8 1458 6 8
80,000 416 13 4 1,781 13 4
90,000 468 15 0 2125 ¢ 0
100,000 520 16 8 2458 6 8
120,000 625 0 0 31256 0 0
140,000 728 3 4 3791 13 4
160,000 B33 6 8 4458 6 8
180,000 937 10 0 5125 0 0
200,000 1,041 13 4 5781 13 4
250,000 1302 1 8 7458 6 8

It will be seen that on the higher values
on the ascending rate, the amount becomes
very steep indeed. This must have some
effect on rents and goods, because business
people who have {o bear the charges will
no doubt take all such items into account
and will inelude them as costs. In some
cases they can pass on those costs, but in
many cases they cannoi; they just have
to take them. It seems to me that, in view
of our present state of development, the
tax is one that might have been avoided.

I will not accuse the Premier of issuing
a threat, but he did say that an alternative
means of ralsing this money would be by
increasing raflway freights. He mentioned
that as if it were the only alternative he
had. But I contend there are other alter-
natives before him. One would he to
introduce more economies in our system of
administration. One source which was
open to the Government and which it did
not seize upon was the incidence of the
betting tax, which most people believe
could have been much higher.

But my main grouse is that whereas
the Treasurer, when introducing this
measure, said he reckoned on receiving
£470,000 for this year—that is, for part of
a year—and £1,000,000 for a full year, this
measure, as actually introduced, with the
ascending scale of values and the Increas-
ing returns which revaluation would pro-
vide, is more likely to bring him double or
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treble the amount he is budgeting for. On
that score alone, it is a measure that
might be looked into and, before it is
proceeded with, other means of taxation
should be examined.

One of the items that requires some
consideratinn is the concession to certain
institutions. I refer particularly to life
assurance societies which, in the Eastern
States, receive a special concession, par-
ticularly if they own property which is
occupied and employed for their own use.
If it is let to other people, i. is a revenue-
producing property and sudject to the
same assessment as simila, properties
owned by the people. That is something
which Is not provided for in oms Act; and
if the Bill is proceeded with, the. e should
be some amendment in committe + which
would give those societies at least tl + same
gonfessions as they receive in the E stern

tates.

On the score that this Bill will im} se
a heavy tax on the people of a young a d
developing community; that it must mea -
a lot particularly to the young people o.
this State who are buying their own
homes; that it will contribute in some
measure to the inflationary {rend; and
that our circumstances are different from
those of the Eastern States, I would advise
the House not to accept the Bill. I intend
to vote against it.

On motion by Hon. F, D. Willmott, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

In Commiltee.

Hon. W. R. Hall in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.

Clause 5—>Section 10 repealed and re-
enacted.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: This section deals
with the metropolitan area, but it has
reference to licences in respect of tractors,
semi-trailers, trailers or caravans; and in
his second reading speech, the Chief Sec-
retary said that Subsection (5) (b) would
be a help to primary producers. I ask
him why this reference was made when
the provision relates to the metropolitan
area.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This pro-
vision relates to vehicles that were pre-
viously licensed outside the metropolitan
area but have been brought into it.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I accept the ex-
pilanation. The Chief Secretary, in his
speech, said it was to assist the primary
producer. But it only does so when he
becomes & city slicker.

The Chief Secretary: No;
machine becomes a city slicker.

when the
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Hon. A. R. JONES: I move an amend-
ment—

That after the word “either” in line
7. page 5. the words “three months”
be inserted.

It has been possible to license a vehicle
for three, six, nine or 12 months. I think
that it is necessary for a person to have
the opportunity to license his vehicle for
three months if he so wishes, but that is
not provided for in this subsection of
proposed new Section 10. For financial
reasons & person might not be able to
find sufficient money to Hcense a car for
six or 12 months, particularly as the fees
are to be lnereased. The same position
could apply if a person intended to buy
a new car in, say, three months’ time;
and in such & case he would want to
license the old one for only three months.
A dealer might want to license a car for
only three months to cover the perjod while
it was standing on his showroom floor. For
those reasons I ask the Committee to agree
to the amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the amend-
nent. The granting of quarterly licences
.'as a wartime measure introduced on ac-
ot of petrol rationing. But it imposes
a . b of administrative work on the Traffic
Bra ch, and the local authorities. Last
year it was necessary to issue 195,000
licenc 3 at the Police Traffic Branch—ir-
respec\ e of the country licences—and
they co ‘red 104,000 vehicles. So it will be
seen tha. there was ah average of approxi-
mately tv  licences for every vehicle for
the year. I qQuarterly licences were dis-
continued 1 ere would be a saving of 25
to 30 per cel ' in the licensing work of the
departiment. The department also says
that a person <tho is able to purchase a
motorcar costic °, £1,000 or more should
be able to affore “he cost of a half-yearly
licence. I will 2 mit that that does not
always apply, but « at is the departmental
idea of things.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: It is pretty crack.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The depart-
ment also mentions the case of motor-
cyclists, where the licensing fee is £1 a
year, and the owners of small cars who
would be able to pay in four quarterly in-
stalments if the amendment were agreed to.
Mr. Jones talked about a person wanting
to license his car for only three months.
There is already provision in the Act to
cover refunds in such cases; there is no
difficulty about it.

Hon, A. R. Jones: But a person loses
money on it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Local auth-
orities have advised that the auarterly
licensing could be aboelished without caus-
ing any hardship or difficulty in country
areas. The reason for this amendment in
the Bill is to cut down on the adminis-
trative work of the department, and also to
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cut down some of the expenses—although
I wil] admit that they are not great in that
regard.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: You pay for it in
the licence.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But that does
not. compensate for the extra expense in-
volved. For those reasons I hope the
Com;nlttee will not agree to the amend-
ment.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Whilst I admit that
there may be some additiona! administra-
tive expenses aftached to quarterly licens-
ing, the faet that almost 50,000 owners
of vehicles in Western Australia availed
themselves of the quarterly licence is suf-
ficient to warrant its being continued.
People would not use that facility unless
they wanted to do so and I should imagine
that it was probably for financial reasons.
The fact that there is to be a 47 to 50
per cent. increase in licence fees makes
it more necessary than ever to retain the
quarterly licensing.

The department’s argument about a man
owning a motorcar costing £1,000 is so
much nonsense. There are hundreds of
small old-type vehicles running around the
city and they are owned by the workers
who cannot afford to pay too much out at
a time for licence fees, particularly about
Christmas time. If the license falls due in
December and they have to pay for a six-
monthly licence, many of them will have
to put their cars on blocks, I support the
amendment.

Hon. A. R. JONES: It is all very well for
the departmental officers to put up excuses;
but, after all, they are paid servants of
the people, and the people’s wish should
be a guide as to what those servants shall
do. I feel sure that the extra 2s. &d.
charged would pay for the paper used and
the additional time involved. I think it
is a necessary amendment and I hope it
will be agreed to.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I intend
to support this amendment. During the
second reading I expressed some doubt as
to the advisability of discontinuing the
system because, although the records
might indicate that many people have not
availed themselves of the quarterly licens-
iing because of the increased fees I think
a large number of people will do so. Had
there not been sny change in the registra-
tion fees there might have been some reason
for cutting out this system, put I think
we should agree to continue the system
for at least 12 months to see how
many people take advantage of it.

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I, too, am in
favour of the guarterly licensing system.
for the reasons Mr. Cunningham expressed.
We propose to increase the licensing fees,
and—in the case of a truck—to a very
high figure; so I think we should continue
with the present system at least for 12
months to see how many people use it.

[COUNCIL.]

I will give an example. Not long ago
a young chap got a contract for fire-
break ploughing in the Bonnie Rock area,
The distance to be covered was about 300
or 400 miles and he had to license an
AWS tractor. He was on the job for about
a fortnight or three weeks but if the pro-
visions in this Bill were part of the Act
it would have been necessary for him to
license that vehicle for six months and
yet he will have no further use for the
vehicle beyond the three weeks' work
which he has done.

Hon. L. C. Diver: It did not cost him
any more than 7s. 6d. for the licence.

Hon. F. R, H, LAVERY: It cost a lot
more than that, as the hon. member
should know., There is a body of people
whom I represent who assisted me to
get into Parliament—I refer to the work-
ing people.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Hooray!

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: With the in-
creased licencing fees, and because of the
use of parking meters, it will be cheaper
for a working man to leave his car at
home and walk to Perth in the future.

Hon. J. M. A, Cunningham: And with
a possible increase in the price of petrol.

Hon. P. R. H. LAVERY: Yes. I hope
this three-monthly licensing period will
be continued. It will do no harm except
that some officers will have to make out
slips of paper for a small amount of money
instead of for a larger amount. I sup-
port the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: I would like the
Chief Secretary to explain the last four
lines of paragraph {(a) of proposed new
Subsection (5) on page 5.

The Chief Secretary: The hon. mem-
ber should read the entire new subsec-
tion to get the full effect of the last four
lines.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That all the wards after the word
“gpplicant” in line 9, down to and in-
cluding the word ‘‘date” in line 12,
page 5, be struck out.

Now that the quarterly licence provision
has been inserted, this will have to come
ouk.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It seems to me
that the licensing authority wishes to keep
the 12 months' period intact. If a car
has been licensed for 12 months and the
owner suddenly decides that he wants
to license it for a shorter perlod—say, for
three or six months—the licensing autho-
rity seems to desire that the annual M-
censing date should remain as it was ori-
ginally. I think it may be desirable to
keep the spirit of this provision intact.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think Mr.
MacKinnon is right; but if Mr. Logan
will withdraw his amendment, I will have
the matter examined and let him know
the position.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: If the Chief Sec-
retary will have the matter examined, I
will ask leave to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon, A, R, JONES: I move an amend-
ment-—

That the word “five” in line 12,
page 7, be struck out and the word
“two” inserted in lieu.

I cannot understand why any local
authority issuing a licence should be
averse to permitting a person with more
than one vehicle to license them all at
the one time. It would be a saving to
the licensing authority and to the per-
son concerned. It would also be a greater
safeguard and avoid the posting of con-
stant reminders.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The reason
for permitting an owner of five or more
vehicles to have gll or any of them le-
ensed on the same date is to facilitate
the work of the trafllc office. If an owner
of two vehicles wished to have them lie-
ensed on the same date this might apply
to a person owning a motorcycle or a
moter wagon or it could apply to a person
owhing a push cyele or motoreycle. The
main reason Is to spread the work out
over 12 months. If the amendment is
carried it could upset the internal admin-
istration of the Traffic Branch.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: The argument
put up by the Chief Secretary is a very
poor one. This paragraph is not manda-
tory., If the Commissioner of Police
thinks it is in the best interests of the
owner to have the licence for his two
vehicles expire on the same date he could
grant that. I cannot understand the
Chief Secretary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope we
will make it mandatory one way or the
other. We should not say '‘may” or there
will be endless confusion.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 6—Section 11 (1) amended:

Hon. A, R, JONES: I move an amend-
ment—
That paragraph (b), in lines 17 to
29, page 8, be struck out.

At present the Aect provides for the
jssne of a licence at half price to the
owner of a commercial vehicle connected
with the agricultural industry. The
reason this concession was granted was
that these commercial vehicles operate
mainly on the farm. Only at certain
times do they cart wheat from the farm
to the siding or cart super back to the
farm from the siding. They also make
one or two trips with loads of woel. These
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vehicles do two-thirds of their work on
the farm. Paragraph (b) seeks o abolish
that concession and leave it at the disere-
tion of the local authorities. That would
be a bad thing.

As I explained in my second reading
speech, one local authority could adopt one
idea, while another local authority could
adopt another. One could be strict and
another cowld be easy. Many farmers have
a property in two road board areas where
the houndaries adjoin—some in three—
and it would be possible for one local auth-
ority to be easy and the neighbouring local
authority to give no concessions at all
There would be a {raffic in licences where
parties could license all vehicles with the
one road board. I think it would be hard
for a road hoard secretary to determine
who should receive this concession, and
why, and I ask members {0 adopt my
amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Road
Board Association has for a long time
wanted one concessional licence only. The
Government felt there might be excep-
tions where there ought to be more than
one; and if that were the case, the best
judge would be the local authority., As
compared with those of the other States,
these concessions are generous. In New
South Wales 90 per cent. of primary pro-
ducers are licensed at normal rates. In
Victoria there is a sliding scale and it is
limited to one vehicle only.

In South Australia there are half rates
on one motor wagon only, while in Tas-
mania 60 per cent. pay normal rates. There
are no details from Queensiand. At pre-
sent there are 26,000 concessionally rated
primary producers in this State, leading
to a loss of revenue of £120,000.

Hon. A, R. JONES: I appreciate what
the Chief Secretary has said, and I have no
doubt that there are some vehicles licensed
at the moment which would not come
within the category as set out by the Act.
However, we should treat the 95 per cent.
fairly, rather than penalise them to in-
clude the 5 per cent. It is only reasonable
that the farmer who does two-thirds of the
running of his vehicle on his property
should receive a benefit, because he is only
operating part of the time on the road.
We must remember that he pays petrol
tax on all the petrol used in that vehicle.
It is only right and just to allow this con-
cession. If it is left to the discretion of
the local authority, I think farmers will
be pegged to one concession only.

Some men have three farms in one dis-
trict with a vehicle on each, and the local
authority could say it would give one con-
cessional licence only. Those men would
ke in the same position as the person oper-
ating one vehicle on one farm. No hard-
ship has been caused up to date, and the
provision in the Bill is another tax on
farmers who are already taxed to the hilt.
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Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result.—

Ayes e 14
Noes . 10
Majority for ... e 4
Ayes.
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. G. MagKinnon
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. R. €. Mat e
Hon, L. Q. Diver Hon. J. Murray
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. A. R, Jones Hon. C. H. Simpscn
Hon. Sir Chas. Latham Hon. F. D, wulmott
Hon. L, A. Logan Hon. J. M. Thomso
(Teuer J
Noes.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. H. C. Strickland
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, J. D. Teahan
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. W. P. Willesee
Hon. R. P. Hutchlson Hon. F. J. 8. Wige
Hon. Q. E. Jeffery Hon. F. R. H. Lavery
{Teller.)
Pairs,
Ayes. No<s.
Hon. A. F. Grifith Hom. J. J. Garrigan
Hon, H. K. Watson Hon. E. M. Davies

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 7 and 8—agreed to.
Clause 9—Section 16 amended.

Hon. F. B. H. LAVERY: I intend to op-~
pose this clause, because I consider it con-
tains many anomalies and I cannot under-
stand why it is in the Bill. I could use
20 different examples to show where it
would act against the man who sells his
vehicle. The person who purchases a block
of land is responsible for fransfer fees,
and I cannot see how this clause can be
effective, other than to cause a great
amount of Inconvenience to the person who
sells his car. I oppose the clause.

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: I would
like the Chief Secretary to give a reason
for shifting the onus in respect to the
charge from one person to the other. It
is & generally recognised rule concerning
transactions such as this that the pur-
chaser pays the transfer fees. This is the
oirllally case where the seller will be respon-
sible.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: If I traded
my car to a motor firm, just when the
licence wasg due 10 expire, and the firm heid
it for three or four months, what would
be the position, because the licence would
have expired by them?

Hon. J. M. A, Cunningham: This refers
to transfer, not the renewal of the licence.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The only
explanation I can give is that previously
the purchaser of the vehicle was respon-
gible and it was found that in many in-
stances the procedure of transferring was
neglected. It is desired by this clause to
provide that the seller of the vehicle shall
bhe responsible and not the purchaser. In
the instance mentioned by Mr. MacKinnon,
he would not be responsible for the fee.
It is a transfer of the car from one owner

[COUNCIL.]

to another, and not the licence. I bhe-
lieve the present practice has caused com-
plications in a number of ways.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes 14
Majority against 5
Ayes.
Hon, G, Bennetts Hen, H. . Strickland
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, W. F. Willezee
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. F. J. 8. Wige
Hon. R. F. Huichisen Hon. J. D. Teahan
Hon. @. E. Jeffery (Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon, 3. MacKinnon
Hon, L. C. Diver Hon. R. C. Mattiske
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. A, R, Jones Hon. €. H. Simpson
Hon. Sir Chas. Lathem Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hon. F. R. H. Lavery Hon. F. D, Willmott
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon. J. Murray
(Tcl!er.)
Pajrs.
Agen Hoes,
Hon. A. F. Grifith Hon. J. J. Gartigan

Hon. H. K, Watson Hon. E. M, Davles
Clause thus negatived.
Clause 10—Section 17 amended:

Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: The Chief
Secretary did not reply to the second read-
ing debate but said that he would reply
to any queries that were raised when the
Bill was in Committee. I ask whether he
will reply, as he said he would.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not
a record of those who asked questions, so
I request that they ask them again.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 11 to 13—agreed to.
Clause 14—Section 23 (4) amended:

Hon. A. R. JONES: I move an amend-
ment—

‘That the word “twenty” in line 7,
page 21, be struck out and the word
“ten” inserted in lieu.

The penalties imposed in the measure
are regsonable in most Instances, but I
do not think this one is. If a person has
endorsed on his licence that he must wear
a hearing aid or glasses when driving a
car, and he dces not use them, and is
convicted of the offence, the penalty bre-
seribed is £20. This appears to be harsh
for a first offence in view of the fact that
a person can be convicted of dangerous
driving, and even of driving while under
the influence of liquor without there be-
ing a prescribed minimum. I have seen
drivers convicted of driving under the in-
fluence of liguor and fined as little as
£10,

Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It would not
matter very much if a man who did not
have good hearing drove a car. Horns are
not used on cars to any extent now. I
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know deaf people, and I would say they
would be competent to drive. I do not
know why this provision has been included.
I would be glad to support a move to pro-
vide for no penalty at all in connection
with a deaf person driving a car, so long
as he is subject to the usual penalties for
carelessness and anything else. Deaf
people very often are more alert and sensi-
tive than are people with all their facul-
ties. A deaf person is not like a person
with faulty sight. I support the amend-
ment though I think the penalty would be
better removed in the case of a deaf per-
s0n.

Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I agree to the
clause as printed regarding the non-wear-
ing of spectacles, but I agree to the
amendment in regard to the non-wearing
of a hearing aid. I suggest there is a
difference between the degree of guilt for
not wearing glasses and that for not wear-
ing a hearing aid. If a man who should
wear glasses, does not do so, then he is
a danger on the road, and the penalty of
£20 is not too much., Very often these
people are not found until they have an
acci(i.lfnt and someone has suffered as a
result. ‘

It is much harder to pin guilt on a per-
son for not wearing a hearing aid: because
people who are deaf do not use the aid,
except when they are in conversation with
someone else. In hetween times they turn
it off because of the cost of bhatterles. I
think that £20 is not too great a penalty
for not wearing spectacles, but it is too
much in the case of a person not wearing
& hearing aid.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I do not like
the clause. There are eve conditions which
may not be capable of correction with
glasses but which would not be sufficiently
defective to worry a person driving a
motorcar. My wife has this type of de-
fect—it is not capable of correction, but
it does not affect her ability to drive a
car. She has been passed. Another good
reason for the amendment is that a man
might have lost his glasses or be on the
way to get them repaired. I would like to
gge*:;.he penalty for a first offence reduced

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The penalties
provided in the measure are maximum
penalties, I will not express a view as to
which is the more serious—an eyesight de-
fect or a hearing defect—but I know that
good hearing is necessary on the roads
today if accidents are to be avoided.

Hon, L. C. Diver: What would happen
gtt‘;’he battery in the hearing aid went
ab?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The owner
would have to take the risk. Mine is a
speclal licence conditional on my wearing
glasses, and without them I would he a
danger on the road.
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Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I am glad
to have the Chief Secretary’s assurance,
as the wording of the clause in relation to
the penalties differs from the usual.

The Chief Secretary: Under the Inter-
pretation Act the flgure stated must be a
maximum.

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: I think
defective eyesight is more dangerous on
the road than defective hearing.

The Chief Secretary: Section 29 of the
Interpretation Act deals with the maximum
penalty.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: Then I
am satisfied.

Hon. L. A. Logan: The phraseology here
is the same as is used throughout the
parent Act.

Hon. A. R. JONES: I realise that what
the Chief Secretary has said is correct
and I ask leave to withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I do not intend to
oppose the clause; but I think that in
future clauses of this kind should be
framed so as to lay down standards as to
what is required. The eyesight might be
6/60ths instead of 6/6ths and it might be
correctable to about half way between.
But what is the standard required? The
police evesight check is not very scientific.
We must decide whether s person whose
hearing is incapable of Improvement by a
hearing aid is more dangerous on a road
than the person lacking an arm or a leg
but who has had his car adjusted. I think
the clause is inadequate.

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I agree with
Dr. Hislop that the police eyesight test
is a simple one, but the person concerned
has the right to have a private medical
test if the licence is refused. If a driver
has had a licence for years and his sight
deteriorates until he cannot pass a test,
the police order him to see a qualified
optician. A man employed by the Fre-
mantle City Council for years was this
year refused a licence owing to his sight
having deteriorated; but after consulting
a specialist in St. George’s Terrace, he
has now regained his licence. I sought
Dr. Hislop's aid recenily in relation to a
lady whose hearing had deteriorated over
the years and who voluntarily surrendered
her licence. The Commonwealth depart-
ment said that she could not be helped
by & hearing aid, and so she is excluded
from driving and has no appeal. Many
bus drivers have for years held their
Hcences conditional on their wearing
glasses.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When one
applies for a licence, if one’s eyesight 1S
below a certain standard a special licence
is issued conditional on glasses being
worn, and the licence-holder is examined
every year before the licence is renewed,



3sio

I do not know what standard would be
required in regard to hearing, but no doubt
it would be similar to that required in
the case of eyesight. The safeguard is
there and no hardship would be inflicted
on any person who is issued with a special
licence after undergoing an examination,
such licence to be used only when the
driver wears glasses or uses a hearing aid.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 15—agreed to.
Clause 16—Section 25 amended:

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: The
amendment that I propose to move is only
a small one, but it is something that
has probably been overlooked in the past.
It seeks merely to give to a traffic in-
spector the same powers as a member of
the Police Force in regard to the apprehen-
sion of a driver who is under suspension.
In a following clause in the Bill where a
similar provision applies to a drunken
driver, such power is granted to a police
officer or a traffic inspector to apprehend
a drunken driver without warrant, so I
cannot see any reason why a traffic in-
spector should not be granted this power
in respeect to this clause. I move an
amendment—

That after the word “amended” in
lmerge 12, page 22, the following he in-
5 :

(a) By inserting after the word
“Porce'” In line 18, Subsection (1),
the words “or a traffiec inspector.”

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: This amendment
may place too much power in the hands
of a traffic inspector. In my opinion there
is a vast difference between a policeman
and a traffic inspector in the country.
Not all traffic inspectors are fully {rained:
and after all is said and done, this offence
relates only to a person who drives a
vehicle without a permit. The amend-
ment will, however, give power to a traffic
inspector to apprehend any persen with-
out authority, and I think it would be
going too far,

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: 1 under-
stand that a police officer has some pro-
tection at law in the event of his
making a wrangful arrest which he
cannot sustain, but which, neverthetess, he
executes in good faith. Should a traffic
inspector have that protection granted to
him also? Because if this provision were
included in the Act he would need it.

Hon. J. M. A CUNNINGHAM: In
answer to Mr. Logan, I would point out
that this offence Is considered to be so
serious that when the Act was amended
in 1951, it provided for a penalty of £100.
The clause which I read previously pro-
vides for a similar penalty, but it does
contain the words “by member of the
police or an inspector without warrant.”
The peculiar position arises, however, that

[COUNCIL.]

it is prinecipally in the country that a
person committing such an offence is
apprehended.

Such & driver would be detected in the
metropolitan area only if he were apppre-
hended for the commission of some other
offence. In a small country town, how-
ever, the traffic inspector would know al-
most everyone by sight, and he wouid
know when a man was under suspension.
The omission of these words in this one
instance will permit an offender to get
away with this offence in the country
districts.

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I think the
penalty of £100 will make me vote against
the amendment. If such a penalty is pro-
vided it could only be for an offence that
is considered to bhe serious and where the
apprehension of any driver should be car-
ried out by & member of the Police Force.
Such jurisdiction should not be given to
a traffic inspector who has not the re-
quisite training or authority. Recently,
in ithe Brookton-Beverley area a {raffic
inspector was dismissed because it was
considered he was not the right type for
the job and I am sure there are many
others of similar calibre throughout the
State. Also, we do not want a repetition
of the Hardy case.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I forgot
to answer Mr., MacKinnon's question in
regard to the protection at law of a traffic
inspector. This provision applies to a
driver who is under suspension but who is
apprehended whilst driving, but cannot be
arrested by a traffic inspector because the
latter has not the power. The same answer
could be given to Mr. Lavery’s question.
Although the offence appears to be serious,
similar penalties are provided for an
offence of drunken driving which implies
the importance of the charge; and in such
g case the traffic inspector has powers
equal to those of a police officer., This is
only a small omission, but traffic inspec-
tors are keen to have the anomaly recti-
fied.

Hon. W. P. WILLESEE: If a driver is
apprehended, a traffic inspector has the
power to call upon a police officer, and
therefore he is freed of any responsibility
of making an arrest and would not have
to worry about the protection t¢ which
Mr. MacKinnon referred. A ftraffic in-
spector already has the power to follow
a car, apprehend the driver and call upon
the police should he desire an arrest to
be made. All in all, the clause as it stands
is quite satisfactory.

Progress reported till a later stage of
the sitting.

(Continued on page 3311).
Sitting suspended from 9 p.om. to 11.38 pm.
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BILL—BETTING CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Report,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 beg to
report that the conference managers met
in conference on the Bill and reached the
following agreement:—

The managers have agreed not to
proceed with amendments Nos. 1 and
2 made by the Legislative Council but
to insert the following alternative
amendments into the Bill:—

Clause 2, page 2:

. Add the following proviso to the

interpretation of “Off course turn-

over” and to the interpretation of

“On course turnover";—

Provided, however, that the

Commissioner shall have an
absolute discretion to decide
what is and what is not a bet
made by a bookmaker on his
own behalf in the ecapacity
of a backer but not in the
capacity of bookmaker.

I move—
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Public Service.
2, Wheat Pool Act Amendment.
Recejved from the Assembly.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

In Commitiee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. Hon. W. R, Hall in the Chair; the
Chiew Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHATRMAN: Progress was reported
on Clause 16 to which the following
amendment had been moved by Mr. Cun-
ningham:—

That after the word “amended” in
line 12, page 22, the following be in-
serted:—

(a) by inserting after the word

“Force” in line 19 of Sub-
section (1) the words “or a
b !;ra.fﬁc inspector,
(h) ”

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: I wish
to make this point clear. The power of
apprehension is given to the police officer
or the traffic inspector in respect of offences
against the Act, except in the instance 1
specified. When the principal Act was
passed there might have been a reason
for this differentiation, but I have not been
able to discover it. It might have been an
oversight. In all cases, whether they be
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major or minor offences, the power of
apprehension is given to both those offi-
cers except In this instance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What the
hon. member has said may be correct, but
I have not had time to check on the in-
formation. It would be dangerous to give
the power of apprehension to the traffic
inspector in this instance. I would be sur-
prised if what the hon. member has said
is correct, because in so many respects the
power given to the traffic inspector is lim-
ited. He has not the power of apprehen-
sion outside of his own district.

Hon. J. M. A, Cunningham: Why is the
traflic inspector given the power of appre-
hension in every other instance?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not
time to check it up. On page 4¢ of the
Traffic Act the power of apprehension is
given only to the police officer and not
to the traffic inspector.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: That is the
only case where that is done. In other
sections of the Act, such as Section 32 (2)
this power is given to the inspector.

The CHOEF SECRETARY: That does not
mean he is the traffic inspector.

Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: In the defini-
tions the term “inspector” means the traf-
fic inspector appointed under the Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That seems
to be definite. What I wish to prevent
is some innovation being inserted into the
Act.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: In cenfres
like Kalgoorlie, Boulder and Merredin the
traffic inspector is appointed to control
trafic. To people who have been accus-
tomed to living in the metropolitan area
it may appear strange that the pollc_e offi-
cer has no power of apprehension in re-
spect of offences against the traffic
regulations. He is not given the authority
under the Act. In those places a
policeman can be driving along a road,
but he has no power of apprehension if &
motor bike passes him at 70 mllqs
per hour. Where some other offence is
being committed the policeman will have
the power of apprehension, such as in &
motor accident or where a pedestrian is
injured, but in respect of speeding he has
not that power. Where a traffic regulatiorn
is being violated a policeman cannot appre-
hend the offender. That power is given to
the traffic inspector. The police officer is
not concerned with traffic regulations in a
municipality and if he sees an offence
being committed, such as for speeding. he
cannot do anything about it.

Hon. J. D. TEAHAN: I do not know that
Mr. Cunningham is quite right. I think
that a policeman has powers all over the
State, but I do not think the Commis-
sioner of Police encourages the police to
do anything about these things, except in
the cases of drunken driving, because they
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are not paid for it, This amendment is
to give power to a traffic inspector, and
I see nothing wrong with that. The ones
I have known have been of good character
and quite capable of doing the job they
are intended to.

In my district there are a few young
hot-headed riders of motorcycles who have
been banmed from the road because of
repeated serious offences. But if they are
seen riding while still under suspension,
the traffic inspector is almost powerless to
do anything about it, whereas a police
officer could arrest them.

Amendment put and a divislon taken
with the following result;—

Ayes 7
Noes 16
Majority against 9
Ayes,
Hon. J, Cunningham Hon. ¢. H. S8impsen
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. J. D. Teahan
Hon. A, R, Jones Hon. Q. Bennetts
Hon. G, MacEKinnon fTalter.)
Noes.
Hon. N. E, Baxter Hon. L. A. Logan
‘Hon. E. M. Davles Hon. B, ©. Mattiske
‘Hen, L. C. Diver Hon. J, Murray
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. H. C. Strickland
‘Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon., W. F. Willesee
Hon, R, F. Hutchison Hon, F, D. Wiilmott
Hon. . B, Jeffery Hon. F. J. 8. Wise
Hon, F. R. H. Lavery Hon. J. M. Thomson
(Teller.)
Palr.
Aye, No.

‘Hon. A, P. Griffith Hon. J. J. Garrlgan

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. A, R. JONES: I move an amend-
ment—

That subparagraph (i) in lines 26
to 28, page 22, be struck out.

‘I consider that it is dangerous for one who
is learning to ride a motorcycle to have
someone on the pillion seat behind him.
I suggest that the pillion rider would bhe
‘likely to unbalance the learner.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment. At present there is ng provision
in the Act for a person to learn to ride
‘& motorcycle. Where else could a licensed
motoreyclist supervising the beginner sit,
except on the pillion seat?

Hon. A. R. JONES: I know there is
nothing in the Act, as the Chief Secretary
said, and that the Bill proposes to remedy
that; but if the preposed new subsection
is agreed to, without this subparagraph,
the licensed driver will be able to sit in
& sidecar attached to the motoreycle ridden
by the learner, or ride another motorcycle
alongside the learner, and thus keep him
under supervision. Those are wise at-
tempts to place the learner under some
sort of supervision.

[COUNCIL.]

It would be a dangerous practice to
sit on the back of the cycle. If it had
a sidecar the licensed driver could ride
in that or else the learner could team
up with a licensed driver riding along-
side him while he was learning. It is
better to risk one life than to risk two
lives, If a person cannot ride a motor-
eycle on his own he has less chance of
riding it with someone sitting on the
pillon seat behind him.

The Chief Secretary: He would have no
control over the learner if he was on an-
other machine, but he would have some
control over him if he were on the same
machine.

Hon. A, R, JONES: Apparently the
Chief Secretary has not had much experi-
ence of riding on a pilllon seat, because
he would have no control.

Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: He could lean
OVer.

Hon. A. R, JONES:
would both fall off.

The Chief Secretary: He could advise
the learner.

Hon. A. R. JONES: I think I have sald
sufficient in favour of the amendment.

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I do not know
whether Mr. Jones has visited one of these
motorcycle riding schools, which the late
Mr. Harry Hearn used to talk about so
much; but when these boys first start to
learn, they sit on the bike while it is on a
stand and they are taught the funda-
mentals of handling the controls. Then
one of the teachers gets on the pillion seat
and the learner rides the bike slowly
around the yard. I think the amendment
is unnecessary.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: My objection

And then they

is not to the person riding on a pillion

seat but to the fact that pillion seats
are permitted. It would be better to pro-
hibit pillion seats as separate entities and
enforce the provision of the double seat,
or the one long seat, so that the pillion
rider sits right up on the rider.

Hon. F. R. H, Lavery: They are still
called pillion riders.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The pillion
seat is generally recognised as a separate
seat. If the person on the pillion seat
is sitting sufficiently close to the driver
he would have a considerable amount of
control because he could hold the driver
and they could lean as one unit whereas
if one leans one way and one the other
there could be disastrous results. After
all, a man has to get a learner’s permit
and so the constable would have some re-
sponsibility to see that the teacher had a
certain amount of commonsense. We have
to have some section in the Act to cover
people learning to ride; and, after all, the
first thing a learner does when he gets
his licence is to race home and take his
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mates for a ride on the pillion seat to
show how good he is. I agree with the
Chief Secretary on this matter.

Hon. L, A, LOGAN: 1 agree with Mr.
MacKinnon when he says that the double
seat is safer than the pillion seat. It is
not long since the police were stopping
mnotorcyclists if they had someone on the
pillion seat who was sitting close up to
them and hanging on to them. The police
soon discovered that it was a mistake and
the closer the pillion rider sat to the rider
the safer it was. But I do not agree with
Mr. MacKinnon about the pillion rider
having control over the blke. He would
not he able to control the brake, the
throttle or the steering, and they are the
three essentials. If something started to
go wrong and the pillion rider attempted
to lean over and take control, they would
both be in the soup.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The pillion
rider could talk to the learner.

Hon, L. A. LOGAN: What would be the
zood of talking to him! He would only get
into a shemozzle, Mr. Jones's next amend-
ment on the notice paper, as regards the
teacher riding alongside the learner, is a
much better idea. I was one of those mugs
who attempted to ride a bike with a pillion
passenger the first time I rode. It was a
mistake. I drove down town and got my
licence straightaway, but I did not have
conirol of the machine. I can visualise
it now. If the policeman had tested me
with a pillion rider, I would not have
been given a licence. It would only cause
trouble to allow a raw recruit to have a
pillion passenger.

The Chief Secretary: He would be in
more trouble if he did not have someone
to tell him what to do.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If he had someone
riding alongstde him he could be told what
to do. After all, he would have been given
some instruction before he tried to ride
the bike, and if we had a clause to cover
that aspect in the Bill there would be some
sense in it

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I do not know
whether I am dumb or not, but I cannot
see the necessity for these provisions.

The Chief Secretary: Chop them all
gut!

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: The Chief Secre-
tary has not given us any information as
to how many accidents have occurred with
learners. I would say that the majority of
accidents occur 12 months after these
chaps get their licences, when they start
going mad with their hot rods.

Hon. H. K. Watson: With pillion
passengers.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER.: I do not know
of one serious accident that has cccurred
to a learner. I can remember a chap in
West Perth when I was younger. He
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learned to ride his motoreycle there and
he bhecame so proficient that he could ride
it by standing on the seat; he was one of
the best trick riders in this State. He did
not have a serious accident as a learner,
and I do not know of any learner who has.
I think the Chief Secretary has put up a
lot of eye-wash.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—-

Ayes .. 8
Noes ... 16
Majority against ... 8
Ayes.
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hon. L. C. Diver Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. F. D, Willmott
Hon. L. A, Logan Hon. J ITAY
( Teliler.)
Noes.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. Q. Ma¢Kinnon
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. R. C. Mattlake
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. C. H. Slmpson
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, H. C. Strickland
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. J. D. Teahan
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. W. F. Willesee
Hon. G. E. Jeffery Hon. P. J. 5. Wige
Hon. F. R. H. Lavery Hen. R. F. Hutchison
{Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. A. R. JONES: I move an amend-
ment—
That after the word “learner” in line
30, page 22, the following be added:—
who shall at all times ride on the
left of accompanying licensed
motor cyelist.
I think it would be safer if the person who
had a licence ropde on the outside—that is,
nearer the traffic—and the learner on the
inside, or on the left.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: This is an astound-
ing clause. Who is to say what type of
motorcycle a person should learn on? The
learner’s permit should be issued irrespec-
tive of the class of motoreycle. There is
no difficulty at all in learning how to ride
a motorcycle, and I do not think the Chief
Secretary or the Police Department can
substantiate the need for this provision. It
is different in the case of a motorcar where
the person sitting next to the learner has
some control. If a person buys a 250 c.c.
or a 500 c.c. motorcycle, is the Police De~-
partment going to tell him on what type
of motorcycle he shall learn?

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I would like the
Chief Secretary to define the word *“class.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think it
refers to the power of the motorcycle. It
would be better if learners were limited to
a particular class until they were able to
ride. When they could ride one type of
motorcycle, it would be easier for them to
ride another.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If T went into a shop
tomorrow and hought a 500 c.c. motorcycle
and then asked for a permit to learn to



3314

ride, would I have to borrow a 250 c.c.
motorcycle on which to learn, or would I
et & permit for a 500 c¢.c.? When one gets
@ licence to drive a car it is not a licence
‘to drive a Ford Prefect or a Pontlac. It is
B general licence,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member would not get a licence at all; he
would get a learner's permit. He would
first have to demonstrate that he could
mangge a machine, after which he would
be given a licence.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: The Chief Secre-
tary is deliberately misconstruing the
points raised by Mr. Logan.

Hon. L. A. Logan: Is it not a licence?
Of course it is!

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: If I buy a 500 c.c.
motoreycle and ask for a learner’s permit,
am I going to be told that I must not learn
on a 500 c.c. motorcycle but that I must
obtain a 250 c.c. motorcycle for the pur-
pose? If two people bought two motor-
cycles, one a 500 c.c. and the other a 250
c.c., would they be given permits to ride
different types of motorcycles?

Hon. P. R. H. LAVERY: I thought I was
probably one of the dumbest members in
this Chamber, but I am satisfled that the
‘palm now passes to Mr. Baxter. The whole
‘position is quite plain. When one gets a
licence, an endorsement will be made in-
.dicating that the learner will be riding a
.500 c.c. motorcycle or a 250 c.c. motorcycle,
depending on the type he had bought.
“When he had learnt to ride he would then
et a general licence.

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I have no douht
that Mr. Lavery is as dumb as he says he
is. When a licence is issued there is no
‘mention of horsepower and when it is
‘issued for a motorcycle it is a final licence—
it is a licence to ride a motorcycle. The
«clause is too silly for words.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I agree with
‘Mr. Baxter. Because the clause is so silly
1 think the more subelauses we have
written into it, the hetter. People have no
trouble in learning how to ride motoreycles.
‘They probably start with a push-bike
where they are able to find their balance
and then go on to a motoreyele. The pro-
visions contained in this clause will en-
courage the breaking of the law because
the person with a cycle of lower horse-
power will be tempted to learn on one of
a greater horse-power.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I move—
That the question be now put.
‘Motion put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Aves ... 12
Noes ... 12
A tie 0

—_—

[COUNCIL.]

Ayes,
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. ¥. R. H. Lavery
Hon, E. M. Davies Hon. R. C. Mattiake
Hon, . Fraser Hon, H. C. 8trickland
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon., W. F. Wlilesee
Hon. R, F. Hutchison Hon. F. J. 8. Wise
Hon. Q. E. Jeffery Hon, J. D. Teahan
fPeller.)
Noes.
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. . MacEinnon
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon, J, Murray
Hon. L. C. Diver Hon. €. H. Slmpson
Hon. J. G, Hislop Hon. J. M. Thomsacn
Hon. A, R. Jones Hon. F. D, Willmott
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon. H. K. Watson

fTeller.)

The CHAIRMAN: The voting being
equal, the question passes in the negative.

Clause, as amended, thus negatived.
Clause 17—agreed to.
Clause 18—Section 32 amended:

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1 move an amend-
ment—
That the following be inserted on
page 26 to stand as paragraph (a):—
by adding the following proviso to
Subsection (1):—

Provided that it shall he a de-
fence to a first offence {0 a charge
under this subsection in respect of
8 person under the influence of
drugs to prove that such drugs
were taken by the person pursuant
to the prescription of a duly re-
gistered medical practitioner or
administered to the person by such
a Dpractitioner fn the ocourse of
treatment for or in prevention of
disease from which such person
suffers or is'likely to suffer.

This amendment applies to a person who
is afllicted with a chronic illness and who
may quite unsuspectingly have a reaction
to a drug and find himself unable to handle
a car. I desire to give such a person a
chance to prove his innocence of wilfully
driving in a dangerous manner when he
has reacted unfavourably to {reatment
given by a registered medical practitioner
for some particular purpose. The indivi~
dual may be given an injection of typhoid
vacecine and before he reaches home he be-
comes dizzy and faint, but continues to
drive his car, almost unaware he is doing
50. I do not want to protect an individual
who continues to commit this offence, but
only suggest it should be a defence to a
first offence so the genuine person over-
taken by a medical emergency can appeal
on those grounds.

From my reading of the clause it ap-
pears to mean that if an individual stood
guilty of driving under the effects of drugs,
he would have his licence automatically
suspended for some period, which might be
a very severe punishment to the individual
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who, through no faulf of his own, offended
against the Act. I want to make it quite
clear that I do not want to support an in-
dividual who perpetuates this offence.

The individual who claimed he had com-
mitted this offence while under the in-
fluence of drugs, taken as laid down in the
amendment, would still be liable to a sus-
pension of licence by the magistrate be-
cause, under the parent Act, it could be
decided that he should not have been
driving the vehicle. However, this amend-
ment will give an individual an opportunity
to offer this defence on the occasion of
a first offence.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee will not agree to this amend-
ment. There is nothing in the proviso to
indicate how it would be proved the person
tock the drugs in the manner prescribed
by the medical practitioner. Nor is there
any provision that the medical practi-
tioner shall advise the person that he
would be incapable of driving a vehicle.
No one could prove whether or not the
drugs were being taken in accordance with
the instructions of a medical practitioner.
He should be prohibited from driving a
vehicle whilst under the influence of drugs.

Hon. J, G. HISLOP: There has been no
attempt on my part to suggest that a
personn who commils this offence on more
than one occasion should be given any
latitude. A man may have been a diabetic
for years; and if he delays having a meal,
he may be affected by a low blood sugar
which would have the effect of allowing
him to commit this offence., However,
having been warned of this possibility
happening to him, he realises he must not
allow himself to be in & position wherein
this could occur, as he would then leave
himself open for the bench to deeide he
was not in a fit state of health to drive a
car. A lot of people take modern drusgs
these days which have a ecertain amount
of effect on odd occasions.

I think we have to he reasonable about
this and give an individual an oppor-
tunity of defending himself. The Chief
Secretary asked: How is it fo be known
that they took this according to
the prescription? The prescription must
be produced. The pharmacist who made
it up would have a copy. Medical evidence
could be called to say whether or not the
grug would be the cause of the temporary
inability to drive a car. In framing legis-
lation, we have to be careful that the in-
nocent individual is not penalised equally
with the one who is negligent in his ap-
proach to the law.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result;—

Ayes .. ia
Noes ... 6
Majority for 12
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Ayes,
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. R. C. Mattiske-
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. J. Murray
Hon., L. C. Diver Hon. C. H. Simpson’
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hon. J, G. Hislop Hon., H. K. Watson
Hon. R. F. Hutchlson Hon. W. F, Wlillesee
Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. F. D. Willmott
Hon. L. A, Logan Hon. F. J. 5. Wise
Hon. G. MacKinnon Hon. F. R. H, Lavery
{Telier.)
HNoes.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. H. C. Strickland
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon, J. D. Teahan
Hon. G. E. Jeflery Hon. G. Fraser
(Teller.}
Pairs.
Ayes. Noes,

Hon. A. F. Griffith Hon. J. J. Garrigar
Amendment thus passed.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be inserted on
page 26 to stand as paragraph (b).

(b) by deleting the proviso to
Subsection (2) and substituting
the following;—

Provided that immediately after
such person is charged the
person laying the charge shall
inform the nearest relative of
the person charged and further
the person charged shall be
eranted the facility to contact
this relative.

When a person charged un-
der this section is suspected of
being under the influence of
alcohol it is mandatory that he
be afforded the right and
facility, if he requests if, to be
examined by & medical practi-
tioner.

When a person charged un-
der this section with being
under the influence of alcohol
denies such charge, he shall, if
he agrees, be taken to the
nearest hospital at which faci-
lities exist, for the purpose of
having a blood alechol test
taken by a medical practitioner
at that hospital.

When a person charged un-
der this section claims that his
condition is the result of the
use of drugs in conformity with
the prescription of s medical
praciitioner or of being the re-
sult of treatment by a medical
practitioner, he shall without
undue delay he examined by a
medical practitioner or taken
to the nearest hospital where
facilities exist for the investiga-
tion of such a claim.

When the Court before whom
a person is charged is of the
opinion that the person charged
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was not under the influence of
aleohol when the alleged
offehce was committed, it may
hear the charge in camera and
order that publication of any
report of the proceedings before
the Court is unlawful and pro-
hibited except the same be
‘made by any person in the
‘performance of his official
duties pursuent to this Act or
regulations.

In general I have attempted to glve the
individual who has been charged with
drunkenness or driving under the influence
of drugs, a chance either to see that he
is given justice, or {0 ensure that steps are
provided to allow him to deny the charge,
and also to see that modern methods are
used in order to prove that he was suf-
fering from alcchol.

In regard to the first portlion of the
amendment I might say that everyone I
have spoken to around the House, and
another place, knows of individuals
who have been arrested but have not been
allowed to commuonicate with relatives.
Such a person might be in danger of be-
ing charged with aleoholism when there
is some other cause for his condition that
would be known to his relatives, It is
possible that the accused person would not
be capable of contacting the relatives.
Realising that the true relationship of
the police to the public is that of guardian
rather than judge and executioner, the
person laying the charge should inform the
nearest relative of the person charged.

With regard to the second portion of
the amendment, if there is any doubt about
the condition of a person, as a last resort
the district medical officer should be called

in. Also, in Perth, the person could be:

taken to the public hospital and there ex-
amined by medical officers who would he
completely without prejudice in relation to
him, and where he could have a complete
test made by the most modern scientific
methods.

A person charged may clairn that his
condition is due to drugs. He may mis-
‘takenly have taken an overdose, and the
fact that he has committed the offence
should be secondary to his own life’s in-
terest. He should be examined or taken
‘to 'a hospital where his claim could be in-
vestigated.

The final paragraph of the amendment
has been included for the protection of the
individual. I have discussed this matter
with several justices, and one of them
%old me ‘that he had long asked for this
to be made nossible, because, he said, it
does not matiter whether a man is being
charged with being under the influence of
alcohol or Tiquor, there is still the question
of stigma; and in some cases no stigma
should exist. It is quite wrong that in the
xase of 2 man's first offence, publication
<hould be made of his disabilities, and his
reputation endangered.

1COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
first paragraph of the amendment could
cause g lot of unnecessary expense as there
are many new Australians in our com-
munity whose nearest relatives might be
in Europe, and to inform them would serve
no purpose,

Hon. E, M, HEENAN: I think there is
a great deal of merit in the amendment
because there is considerable difference
between a degree of alcoholism which
would render & person incapable of driv-
ing a vehicle and that which would make
him drunk. Society looks down on a
person convicted of such charges, as
motor-vehicles are very dangerous in the
hands of anyone not absclutely capable.

I have no sympathy for the person who
takes a vehicle on the road when incapable
through the use of drugs or alcohol and
risks causing damage or injury. However,
a young and enthusiastic police officer
could mistakenly arrest a person whose
kreath smelt of liquor and who might be
affected by the accident in which he had
been invoived and that person might not
get a fair trial and he could lose his job
and have his reputation damaged for all
time. I believe that at fimes people do
not receive a fair trial in such circum-
stances and I have also heard that people
charged have been refused facilities to get
in touch with friends or medical advisers.
In regard to informing the relatives, the
difficulty could he overcome by including
the words “where practicable.”

The last paragraph, which proposes that
the charge be heard in camera, is imprac-
ticable, although the court could perhaps
direct that the name of the person be not
published. The difficulty there would he
that the name would probably have been
published when the person was arrested
and charged. I support the amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think there
is some merit in portions of the amend-
ment. I believe the difficulty in the first
paragraph could be overcome by using the
words ‘‘shall inform a relative or friend
nominated by the person charged.”

Hon, J. G. Hislop: I would accept that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY ' There should
he provision for the persan to contact rela-
tives or friends. In regard to the last
paragraph the court would not know, until
it had heard the evidence, whether the
person charged was under the influence
and so the case could not be heard in
camera.

Hon. J. G. Hislop: They would know
because the charge would be one of using
drugs. The section deals with alcohol and
drugs.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But the case
would be heard before they knew whether
he was guilty. I have heard complaints
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about the treatment of people arrested
and charged and I think we should in-
clurcge provisions to remove abuses of that
sort.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: Drunken driving
is a serious offence and heavy penalties
are provided to protect the public. This
amendment might help to protect a per-
son charged, who has something to be sald
on his behalf. As a legal adviser might
be a more important figure than a medi-
cal practitioner in regard to protecting a
man's rights, I think there should he pro-
vislon for the person charged to be able
1o contact a legal adviser, and especially
as I have heard of instances where such
persons have been refused permission to
see a solicitor. The difficulty could be
overcome by adding at the end of the sec-
ond paragraph the words “and contact a
legal adviser.” At the same time, it is
just as important that the Jaw should
take its course for the protection of the
general public. Therefore, I think that
such a proposal could be embodied in Dr.
Hislop's amendment very easily.

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I should imagine
that those provisions in the Act which re-
late to the charge of drunken driving are
probably the ones that cause more con-
cern to the authorities than any other.
It would be beiter, in the soclety in which
we live today, to try to give all sections
of the community an equal and fair
answer to the problem. As a result of
reading the reports in the Press, I know
that there are many drunken driving
charges heard in our courts. I also know
that the fines are fairly severe and that
the defence pleas are numerous and
varied. Because of that, I think that the
amendments proposed by Dr. Hislop have
a great deal to commend them. I know
from experience that once & person is ar-
rested on 8 charge of drunken driving,
he can say that he has done this, that
or the other; and who is to know whether
his statements are correct if one does not
know the degree of his supposed drunken-
ness when arrested?

In my opinion, there are two types of
men who are arrested on a charge of
drunken driving. One is 8 man who is
incoherent and incapable of controlling
his actions and may have received all
the courtesy and help possible; and yet,
when he Is agaln in a sober state, will
deny that he recelved such help, The
other is one who is not so greatly affected
by alcohol that he does not know what
he is doing or does not know the offence
with which he has been charged. He is
the one who also knows that he has some
rights, However, it is generally known
that such rights are often denied to a
man who is charged with drunken driv-

I am anxious to do all that Is possible
to assist such a man, and I am sure that
these amendments will achieve the ob-
ject, not only of assisting him but also
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of assisting the police officers who have
been responsible for his apprehension.
Buch a provision may also assist In getting
him out of his trouble and, finally, will
ensure that the penalties imposed upon
him will be falr and equitable.

Mr. Simpson also made a telling point.
Some very severe penalties are inflicted
on a person convicted on charges such as
this, and therefore every opportunity
should be given to him to prove himself
innocent no matter what 1t might
cost the State. Firstly, a person so charged
has to bear the stigma of being charged
and apprehended by the police; secondly,
he has to pay the monetary penalty that
may be inflicted upon him: and thirdly
he runs the risk of being deprived of the
use of his vehicle for a cretain period, or
for all time,

I would not give a driver a second chance
if he were found guilty of driving whilst
drunk. If he was incapable of handling
his vehicle and was likely to cause the
death of another person by driving it, I
<o not think that he should be shown
any leniency whatsoever. The first para-
graph of Dr. Hislop’s amendment should
be accepted because every facllity should
be made available to the person charged
to contact his nearest relative. I agree also
with the next paragraph, which provides
that the person so charged shall be exam-
ined by a medical practitioner if a request
is made for such examination.

The Chief Secretary: We are not worrled
about the man who is incapable of asking
for a friend or relative to be sent to him.
‘We are trylng to protect the innocent man.

Hon, F. R. H. LAVERY: It could be
that he would not know that he possessed
such rights. The third paragraph of Dr.
Hislop's amendment provides that the per-
son charged with the offence shall be taken
to the nearest hospital in order that his
reflexes may bhe tested, and that he may
be submitted to a general examination. In
the fourth paragraph, where mention is
made of the condition of the person so
charged being due to the administration of
drugs, it is also suggested that he be taken
to the nearest hospital for medical exami-~
nation; and I consider that is & very sound
provision. In the last paragraph it is
proposed that a person charged with thé
offence of drunken driving should be
granted some lenilency in regard to the
publication of the proceedings concerning
the hearing of the charge.

The system under which a number of
men are charged with the offence of
drunken driving needs some c¢larification.
If a man is curled up in the back seat of
his car trying to sleep his drunkenness off,
he should not be charged with drunken
driving. He could be charged with being
drunk and placed in the lock-up if neces-
sary; but he should not be charged with
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the more serious offence of drunken driving
and have his vehicle impounded, plus the
possibility of having a very heavy pen&lt.y
inflicted on him.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: In order to make
the work of the Committee a little easter,
I am quite prepared to accept the amend-
ment proposed by the Chief Secretary. I
am pleased that the Commitiee is agree-
able to my amendments but I would like
to withdraw subparagraph (8). This may
make the amendments more acceptable to
the Commitiee.

Progress reported.
BILL—BETTING CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT,
Assembly’s Furiher Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to
amendments Nos. 1, 5, 6§ and 12 made by
the Council and had disagreed to Nos. 2,
3, 4,7 8 9,10, 11, 13, 14 and 15,

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 1}.
Assembly’s Message. -

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

House adjourned at 1.33 a.m. (Friday},

[ASSEMBLY.]

egislgtive Assemhbly

Thursday, 13th December, 1956.

CONTENTS.
Page
Votes and Proceedings, corresiion . 3318
Questions : Child welfare, Btonavilla Instltn-
tion, cost, ete. 3319
School Insnmnee schoma, compulsory :
payments by parents .. 3319
Traflie, offonceas * bonked r” and prosaeu-
tlons ... 3319
Collle coal, use of oulput and prlee per -
ton 3819
Drainage, probable Inerea.se in rates 3320
Irrigation, probable increase In rates ... 3320
Technical education, lack of sccommoda—
tion 3820-
Access ways. Cabinet sub-committes do-
cision ... 3321
Motion : Rallways, dlscuntmuance ot certam
lines
Bill : State 'l‘ransport Co-nrdlnatlon Act
Amendment, 3r. 3321
Builders' Raglstratlon Act Amendrnent
3r. 3321
Town Plannlng and Develupment Act
Amendment, 3r. 3321
Wheat Pool Act Amendment 2r, re-
maining stages 3321
Roads Closure, 2r.,, remam[ng stages 3322
Trade Description and False Advartise-
menis Act Amendment, returned . 3327
Reserves, 2r. .. 3327
Workers' Cmmpensation Act Amendment
Bill, Council’s amendments . 3350, 3351
Parliament House Site Permauent Re-
serve (A A1182), 2r., remaining stages 3330
Public Service, 2r., Com " remaming
stages . 3336
Marriage Act Amendment . 3344
Lotlteries (Control) Act Amendment ir. 3344
Public Works Act Amendment, returned 3344
Church of England Dlucesa.n Trustees
. and Lands Ac¢t Amendment, retarned 3344
Bread Act Amendment, Council’s amend-
ments ... 3344
Betting Control Act Amendment Coun-
cil’s further message .. 3344
Conference mana.gers’ repnrt 3350
Council’s further message .. 3351

Vermin Act Amendment (No. 1), Goun-
cil’s amendments

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.
Correction.

The SPEAKER: I draw members' atten-
tion to the fact that an error has been
noted in the printed Votes and Proceed-
ings for Tuesday, the 11th December. It
appears therein that the member for
Moore was appointed as a manager from
this House to the conference sought on the
Betting Control Act Amendment Bill. I
wish to correct this error as it was the
member far North Perth who was so
appointed.



